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NEWSLETTER
2020

Term 4 Week 4

School Committees in Action….
In these uncertain Covid 19 times the support of the our families and community has been invaluable. A very special
mention has to go to the Fundraising / Promotion, Grounds and RAP committees who have soldiered on and
creatively planned actions. Significant events and achievements this year have been the money raised by Girl Friday
organic boxes organised by Peta Jenssen, Bunnings BBQ, upcoming Christmas Market and the rejuvenation of our
front garden. We are using the money raised from these events for our front garden and also setting some aside for
the development of our play areas in 2021. Some of these project are on going and will be added to next year. Again
thanks to the committees, staff and of course you, the community, as we could not do this without your generosity
and support.

NAIDOC Week 8th-15th November 2020
This years 2020 Theme is 'Always Was, Always Will Be' which recognises that First Nations people have occupied and
cared for this continent for over 65,000 years.
As a school and community we are celebrating and integrating this theme through classroom practice such as
including Acknowledgement of Country into classroom routines and learning the language of the traditional people
through the naming of our Native Garden. A special thanks to August Porter for sharing her expertise in designing
and physically developing our Native Garden alongside the grounds and Reconciliation Action Plan committees and of
course the many workers; children, staff and parents for bringing the plans to life.

Keep safe and well,
Nancy Saccoia
Principal
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News from the Cherry Tree Room & Gumnut Room...
NAIDOC week is a time to recognise and celebrate the culture,
history and achievement of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island
peoples. This year the theme ‘Always Was, Always Will Be’,
recognises and celebrates that First Nations People have
occupied and cared for this continent for over 65,000 years.

Multiculturalism is integrated throughout the Steiner
Curriculum. To concern ourselves with cultural diversity is to
know others more fully, but it is also to know ourselves. Such knowledge of self and others can provide a
basis for social relations that extends beyond the blood ties of our heritage to encompass a sense of the
universal which unites us as human beings. Experiencing difference - an approach, a point of view, a way of
understanding - grows in us the ability to not simply tolerate, but to embrace in equality the ‘other’.

To the young child we bring archetypal pictures through diverse stories, songs and verse that are rooted in
and drawn from cultures from across the world, and that have enriched human culture for hundreds and
even thousands of years. These are a daily and weekly occurrence in and outside our classrooms.

It is a task of the Steiner Teacher to integrate cultural understanding of First Nations peoples within the
context of situation and environment. How we do this as an authentic experience for the children, without
appropriating what is not ours to give or tell, is a real challenge. Daily observation and experiencing of the
natural world encompasses as much a sense of the unknown as the known. Ceremonies, stories, art, the
landscape, plants and the animals are just some of the wonderful experiences had by the children. The past
informs the future and we are fortunate to have access to wise and spiritual people willing to share their
knowledge of Aboriginal history and culture and what that history can offer us today.

Week 4 Term 4
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Photos from the Cherry Tree Room & Gumnut Room...
This week we have been reading and drawing from ‘Welcome to Country’ written by Aunty Joy Murphy
Wandin and illustrated by Lisa Kennedy. Aunty Joy uses Story to bring people together and as a conduit for
understanding Aboriginal culture. ‘Welcome to Country’ emphasises the connection to environment and
community and the symbolism of inviting outsiders to connect with the land and people of a region. The
language is poetic and earthy.
We have been talking together of creating symbolic creatures from some of the stories we have had and
placing them in appropriate places around the school to go and tell or listen to stories. A few weeks ago we
came across a branch Michael had been carving into a snake
and secret-ed it into our classroom where it is being lovingly
rasped and sanded. We will soon be ready for the silk scarf
test and can then seal and polish it with lavender bee’s wax.
SHHHHHhhhh don’t tell Michael, it’s a secret!

Sandy & Sue

Welcome to Country Day 1)

(Welcome to Country day 2)
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News from the Apple Cottage...
Dear parents,
Last term concluded with our class play and school camp to Woodhouse. We also completed our class
mosaic project and have built a new double garden wicker bed in the playground area. Thank you to those
who answered my call and supplied some plastic pots.
This term has been just as busy with the swimming programme and tennis activities commencing. Next
week we will be doing
some activities in class to
acknowledge NAIDOC
week and we will as a
school acknowledge
Remembrance Day.
Thank you to those
parents and staff who
attended the class
meeting last night. Fran
Meyer an experienced
Steiner class teacher from
Trinity Gardens Primary
School, was a guest
speaker who shared her
experiences of students
transitioning from Steiner
Primary School to high
schools. We had a fruitful
discussion and we will
continue to explore
questions and suggestions
raised.
Kind regards,

Michael
Simmons

Week 4 Term 4

News from the Apple Cottage Cont...
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News from the Pear Tree Room..
What a busy year we’ve had, and so far Term 4 has been no exception in the Pear Tree Room – as ever we
have hit the ground running!
Year 7 Project…
Year 7s have been busy working on their individual Year 7 Projects. The year 7 project is aimed to allow
students to pursue their own interests and to be able to work independently on a large project in readiness
for high school. The conditions are that they learn something new, they teach something to the rest of the
class and they have to present to an audience. The children look forward to this time so much that many of
the year 6s have already decided what they want to do next year! This year most have opted for science
related topics.
Jasper is wanting to make a water powered generator to enable him to water his plants automatically from
the creek without the help of his diesel pump.
Nigella is exploring the effects of colour on emotions and investigating whether colour can change mood
and if this could have a longer term effect on mental health.
Callum has decided to study frogs and tadpoles and their behaviours. He will be doing a series of
observations to determine if tadpoles fight – and if they do, what they fight over. He is currently testing the
PH of his pond water and using the digital microscopes to determine its health.
Oscar is creating his own picture book about a poor flower who is different than the others and feels like he
is not as good as them. Like most good stories, our protagonist meets with a series of complications but in
the end grows to love and accept himself. If you like to hear the year 7s talking about their projects, we will
be showcasing them during our storytelling evening (see below).
Science…
We have been lucky again this term to have had Peter Geers join us for our science lessons and take us out
on a fabulous walk where we explored the native and non-native plants on the Wine Shanty Nature Trail. On
the way we managed to collect some different plants and finished off at the natural Resource centre where
we identified and pressed the flowers. This week we are making them into beautiful pieces of art.
NAIDOC week…
In the mornings we have a group of students working hard gardening, moving soil, taking out weeds and
helping to prepare the ground for our soon to be native Garden.
We have been also exploring indigenous stories. We have chosen two and will be working on our
storytelling skills to present them to an audience on Tuesday 1st December at our Story Telling and Year 7
Showcase evening.
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News from the Pear Tree Room Cont...
Arts and Craft…
We have been getting creative this term in preparation for the Christmas Market, as a class we are making
two large pieces of Art which we will be auctioning on the day. We are practicing operating a photo booth
using our green screen and will also be selling hand thrown pots, clay garden signs, and hand sewn doggy
and cat bandanas.
As if all the class work wasn’t enough – some students have been making hats at our lunchtime sewing
club.
And Finally…
After all our hard work - the students and I are all very much looking forward to our very much deserved 2day Surf Awareness course at Glenelg Beach in week 6.

Claire Gallagher
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Upcoming Dates...
Friday 6th November 2020
Wheels Day

Friday 27th November 2020
Xmas Market 3:30-7:30pm

Monday 9th November 2020
SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY

Monday 30th November 2020
R-2 Botanic Gardens Excursion & Picnic

Wednesday 11th November 2020
Chinese Incursion & Remembrance Day

Tuesday 1st December 2020
Pear Tree Room—Story telling evening 6:30pm

Thursday 12th November 2020
Tennis Clinic

Wednesday 9th December 2020
End of Year Concert 6:30pm

Wednesday 18th November 2020
School Tour 10-11am
GC Dinner 6:30pm
Aquatics Day (Year 4-7 Pear Tree Room)

Thursday 10th December 2020
BRPS Cricket Match & Picnic

Thursday 19th November 2020
Aquatics Day (Year 4-7 Pear Tree Room)

Friday 11th December 2020
Last Day of Term—Early Dismissal 2:15pm

Don’t forget to check our page:

https://www.facebook.com/basketrangeps

Basket Range Primary School
16 Cramond Rd Basket Range SA 5138
PH: 8390 3466
FAX: 8390 1062
EMAIL: dl.0511_info@schools.sa.edu.au

