
NEWSLETTER  
2020       Term 3 Week 8 

Nancy Saccoia 
Principal 

Term 3 Highlights…. 

Pottery in Art 

As you would have read in the last newsletter the Pear Tree children used some of the funds 

they raised in ‘Business and Economics’ last year to hire a pottery wheel and buy some clay. 

The students have been busily creating all sorts of different pots and are nearly ready to ‘Fire’ 

them.  Look for the finished pots and art pieces via social media and our newsletters. 

 

 

Music Performance  

We had a wonderful music concert in week 3 which was well attended. A very 

big thankyou again to Bethany and our parent musicians – Dylan, and L’hibou as 

well as all the staff and students who showcased such a lovely performance. 

 

Tri -Skills 

Week 6 saw the final week of our month long Tri-skills gymnastics coaching. All the children enjoyed the 

opportunity to experience and develop their gymnastic skills.  This was one of the many coaching 

opportunities our children have across the year. 

 

Michael’s class play 

We had the pleasure of watching Class 3-5 Play of Demmeter and Persephone in week 7. The talented 

actors were well versed and the audiences were  both entertained and awed by the acting.  A special 

acknowledgement to the director and producer Michael.  Well done all. 

 

La Macedonia (Fruit Salad) 

In week 8 the R-2 children happily made la macedonia in their Italian lesson. This 

was an important and fun way to reinforce the names of fruit in Italian.  The 

children especially liked the Gelato an important and delicious component of la 

macedonia.  

 

Please take the opportunity to read this newsletter with your children so they can 

share their learning and experiences, highlighted throughout this newsletter, with 

you.   

 

 

Steiner and Mainstream Education  
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Dear all, 

As the term comes to an end and we begin to emerge from the cloak of winter we are beginning to notice 

many changes taking place.  Trees are budding and a wave of green is beginning to emerge around us in the 

schoolyard.  As the warmth and sunshine invites us outside we are spending more time at the sandpit.  There 

has been plenty of raking, clearing, constructing, excavating and engineering.  With picks and hammers in 

hand, various mines are also being excavated in the embankment   With this welcomed change in the 

weather the soil is beginning to change from cold soggy mud to warm soft golden clay.  Just right for crushing 

and modelling.  This is a wonderful learning environment, where science and physics is being applied in its 

purest, simplest forms.    

Spring preparations are in full swing.  Everyone is busily stitching, painting patterns on silk with beautiful silk 

dyes, and constructing treasures to be loved.  There is also baking, dancing and games to look forward to. 

Tree trimmers visited our school on Wednesday.  There were big trucks, men in cherry pickers, and climbers 

high in the treetops.  All very exciting! 

 

‘I have heard a mother bird singing in the rain, 

Telling all her little ones, spring has come again. 

I have seen a wave of green, 

Down a lovely lane, 

Telling all the world, that spring has come again;. 

 

Warm regards, 

Sandy Hobb 

News from the Cherry Tree Room... 
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Photos from the Cherry Tree Room... 

 



News from the Gumnut Room... 
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Dear Parents, 

 

The Year 2 are enjoying their reading time each day in class with Judith and Aunty Chris. 

 

The Woodcutter and his apprentice are very particular about where the bundles of 10 sticks go and the 

single sticks.  The children are quick at adding and subtracting from the wood-shed when ‘Spitting Sally’ 

comes for her wood. 

 

We are all really enjoying this beautiful spring weather and the children have been noticing all the changes 

occurring around us.  Its difficult not to want to be outside all the time to bask in the beauty. 

 

Sue Gleeson 



Week 8 Term 3 Page  5 

News from the Gumnut Room Cont... 

 

 



News from the Apple Cottage... 
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Dear Parents,  

 

Thank you for your support and attendance at the recent class play. I have been impressed with how 

smoothly the rehearsals and performances progressed. The children were enthusiastic in learning their 

lines which meant they had more time on developing their character. It was a real team effort to achieve.  

Year 5 students have been developing their touch typing skills this term on the computer. As a class we 

have been writing and illustrating our stories and publishing them. They are on display in our classroom.  

For the final main lesson following our spring theme play, we will be working on a practical building and 

construction project building wicker beds in preparation for our planting early next term. Also we will do a 

decorative mosaic plant container featuring local produce and animals. In addition, year 5 students will do 

a botany main lesson. 

For the final 3 days this term, as you are aware we will be on a school camp to Woodhouse. If you have any 

questions regarding the needs of your child please talk to me about them. 

A second call out for any plastic pots that you may have to donate to our wicker beds and an invitation to 

any parents who may have time available to assist with the mosaic work. If interested please contact me or 

leave a message with the office.  

 

Kind regards,  

Michael Simmons 
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News from the Apple Cottage Cont... 
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News from the Pear Tree Room.. 

 
Dear Parents, 

We have had cause for celebration in the Pear Tree Room this week with the latest PAT results showing that 

their hard work this year has really paid off. Whilst all students are achieving at the expected level in both 

Maths and Reading a whopping 92.5% of students are achieving above the expected level for their year 

level! In reading all of the students have made more than a year’s progress and in maths 92.5% have shown 

more than a year’s progress.  

Claire 

 

If a super-powered rocket bursting with incredible science, plenty of crazy events, special visitors and even 

new awareness was a term, then this would be it. We have had plenty of amazing activities, new lessons, 

more pieces of equipment to master, and plenty more to discover.  

 

The smell of compost hit my nose with its dirty smell as we shoveled it into the giant wooden plant pot. The 

purpose of doing this was to find out if growing with compost as a fertilizer is better or if using worm juice 

as fertilizer would make the plants grow bigger. We also grew some plants without compost or worm juice 

as a control. We make our compost out of fruit, leaves (not pine needles), dirt, sticks and most of all you 

need to add all of these things in layers! You CAN NOT put citrus, onion, worms, meat or plastic!  

As we venture into the science of gardening, we can feel the dirt wrapping our hands as we plant the 

potatoes. Thai’s, our teacher for Friday, is focusing on our garden experiment. For our garden experiment, 

we are trying to figure out whether compost, worm juice or nothing makes the plants thrive best. Nigella 

and Emily oversee the worm farm, making sure it is beautiful for the worms and keeping the worm farm 

moist. The way our worm farm works is there are two boxes placed on top of each other, the first box had 

holes at the bottom with a mesh on top then filed with fine dirt and worms. In the second box placed 

underneath the first box is where all the worm juice filter down into so we can water it other the plants. At 

the top of the first box there is newspaper covering the dirt and keeping the moisture in. You lift up the 

newspaper and put all the appropriate scraps in, the worms eat it, then wee the worm juice out which then 

flows to the bottom of the first box into the holes and down into the second box where it’s collected.  

Grace screamed in excitement, getting everyone to come over and look at the first discovery in our class: it 

was the stoma, the mouth of a rhubarb stem.  

  
 



News from the Pear Tree Room Cont... 
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During this term, Peter has taught us how to use a microscope, put an object on to a slide and name all the 

parts of a microscope. This term we have looked through the microscope at small pieces of plants, hair, 

eyelashes, insects, pond water, mold and more. The reason why we have been doing microscopic tasks is 

because we will be going to Sixth Creek as an excursion to test if the water is clean or dirty. We will know 

by looking at the microscopic bugs that we’ll collect 

Two weeks till camp!” one of the many excited students shrieked with excitement. 

“I know, I can’t wait!” another said jumping in the air. 

“I heard were going to Woodhouse!” a third giggled. (To be continued over the page…) 



News from the Pear Tree Room Cont... 
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The camp is something every student from 3-7 of both streams look forward to: the wind in our hair, bunk-

ing in with our friends at night, all the new experiences and the unlimited fun for a whole three days. 

 

This year, the students are going to Woodhouse in Crafers, which we highly recommend to anyone who is 

looking for a family friendly day out. 

 

We were all excited to make a new friend at school with our new visiting student, Jessie. First he learnt how 

to throw a pot with expert help from Jasper. Then he played chess and  joined in fitness. Jessie came on an 

excellent day so he could join in the fun marine biologist lesson. 

 

After this monumental list of incredible things we’ve been keeping busy with, you can be sure that we’ll 

have plenty more activities coming at break-neck speed in term four to kiss goodbye this roller-coaster of  a 

year they call 2020.  

Thank you from the Pear Tree Room Students (Yr 4-7) 

Upcoming Dates ... 

 
Thursday 17th September 2020 
Chess Competition Yr3-7 at NSPS 
 
Wed 23rd Sep—Fri 25th Sep 2020 
Yr 3-7 WOODHOUSE CAMP 
 
Friday 25th September 2020 
Early Dismissal at 2:15pm  LAST DAY OF TERM  
 
Mon 19th Oct—Fri 23rd Oct 2020 
Swim Week—ARC Campbelltown 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wednesday 28th October 
School Photos 
 
Thursday 29th October 
Tennis Clinic begins 
 
Friday 30th October 
Year 7 Graduation Dinner 6:00pm 

Basket Range Primary School 
16 Cramond Rd Basket Range SA  5138 
PH:  8390 3466         FAX:  8390 1062 

EMAIL:  dl.0511_info@schools.sa.edu.au 

Don’t forget to check our page:  

https://www.facebook.com/basketrangeps 


