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Supporting Every Child... 

At Basket Range we respect difference and support every child by recognising and addressing individual needs.  

As a school we work together to provide inclusive and targeted learning and teaching programs. An important component of this 

are our intervention and support programs, used across the school, to address children needs and enrich learning. 

Intervention Programs 

A literacy intervention program we use is Multilit. This program focuses on the essential reading components of word attack skills, 

sight word recognition and reading in an interactive, highly explicit and structured way. This is a one-to-one reading program, 

facilitated by our School Service Officers Mel and Susan, that specifically develop children’s reading skills so that they can 

successfully and confidently engage in learning. 

QuickSmart is another intervention program at our school that aims at increasing a child's accuracy and automaticity of basic 

academic skills. In the QuickSmart Numeracy lessons children work with Mel to develop their understanding of key concepts such 

as place value, general number sense - the ability to identify and use number patterns, the understanding of the meanings of and 

relationships between the different operations, etcetera.  

 

Classes use the Spell–It program, with its explicit and structured approach to teaching spelling, to 

support whole-class and small group learning. The aim of this program is to expand children’s 

vocabulary and confidence with spelling as they learn to apply strategies to unknown words and work out 

relationships between words. 

 

What’s the Buzz? is a newly introduced social skills enrichment programme designed to teach children how-to think socially and 

how-to make friendship work. We are lucky to have a staff member recently trained in this program and 

are currently in the process of integrating it in our school.  

LAP volunteers  

We are extremely lucky and privileged to have some exceptional volunteer in our school. For a number of 

years we have had Chris (Auntie Chris), Judith and Peter generously giving their time in Literacy and 

Science. 

They bring with them a wealth of knowledge, experience and a strong sense of community. These 

volunteers support in a variety of ways ranging from reading, spelling, craft and science. It is amazing to 

go into classrooms and see them engaging in reading, knitting, experiments and sometimes examining a 

brain. 

 

 

Steiner and Mainstream Education  
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Dear families, 

 

Term three is speeding along and winter is biting.  It’s comforting though to harken back to the end of last 

term and our winter spiral.  Our room was transformed and darkened to represent and invite inner reflection 

and calm.  Each child lit their candle and walked ‘The Spiral’.  Something special to be remembered as we feel 

the full force of winter and the hope of spring. 

 

Handwork is picking up momentum. Many of our projects are taking form and some are reaching completion. 

Pom-poms are completed, finger knitting and simple stitching for the reception children. The year ones are 

knitting their recorder bags and the year twos are knitting a doll. The reception children will begin making 

their craft bags  and seasonal craft soon.  It’s a very productive time in the craft department. Through 

handcraft, children develop a sense of care for each other’s work and a feeling of community that will remain 

with them throughout their lives. They learn to appreciate the beauty and artistry of handmade goods and 

the empowerment that comes from being able to make their own belongings.  

Play is also in full flight, both inside the classroom and in the outside environment. Children of reception age 

will stay within an activity for some time. They immerse themselves in the themes that have arisen from the 

imagination.  In play, work begins to emerge.  A ‘house’ is built, a roof is fixed, then a door, more walls are 

needed.  Cloths are fixed using pegs and sand bags. A floor is built using planks that are fitted onto a frame.  

Now it’s time to feed the family...dinner to be made... roles to be assigned...and let’s not forget the animals, 

both domestic and wild to be dealt with and cared for.  

What is going on here?  There are the relationships 

between master and mastered. At once a child shows 

deference and obeys the directions of the master, and yet 

another is master and has the responsibility of a family of 

dogs/cats/tigers. The child becomes responsible as a 

provider - a place to sleep, bowls for food, food to be 

gathered.  There is love, care, and concern.  These inner 

qualities are awakened in this kind of play.  Our busy days 

are full of imaginings and wondrous play and I am very 

lucky to be a part of it.  

News from the Cherry Tree Room... 
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Photos from the Cherry Tree Room... 
 

On another note, thank you for sending along rain and warm coats.  The wind can be very cold up here on the 

hill and with the right gear we are able to venture outside for walks and adventures. Thank you also for 

sending along fruit to share. The children really look forward to this part of the day when we sit together and 

share a platter of fruit and veg.  It’s a time to share and converse and play a little game. Your regular 

donations ensure that the children are able to enjoy this time together. Your support is appreciated. 

 

Stay warm and dry, 

Sandy Hobb 



News from the Gumnut Room... 
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The Gum Nut room children began the term with eager anticipation for lessons and play. With 2 students 

returning after more than a terms absence and 3 new students joining us there has been some adjustment 

and settling in for all and now in week 4 we have found our rhythm again.  

Mornings are occupied with verse, poetry, number and rhythm work, stories and recall before going 

through the list of work activities for each class group. Books are laid out in order of the sequence of work 

and they independently work at their own pace to complete each task. These include Form Drawing, Main 

Lesson story writing and illustration, spelling practice, Times Tables practice, handwriting practice, free 

drawing, wax work, hand craft, reading and mental maths.  

Year 2 continue individual story writing which we began earlier in the year and this term the children have 

received a special book in which to publish their stories. The children write the script using letter/sound 

recognition and later we work 1:1 to edit the work and explore alternate ways to explain, describe and 

introduce ideas in the writing. The children are able to call on the rich vocabulary from the stories, poems 

and verses we have daily in the classroom. Of course the stories are accompanied by beautiful illustrations. 

We are so happy to have been able to welcome back Judith and Aunty Chris this term. Judith comes in for 

an hour on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons for practise in reading skills with the children and Aunty 

Chris works with the year 2 children individually and in groups using a range of reading strategies and skill 

building activities as well as doing knitting and craft with the Reception to Year 2 children. 

The Year 2 children are enjoying our Main Lesson on Saints and Legends; sacrifice, selfless generosity, 

empathy for others, connectedness to the world of nature and the sense of a higher purpose are the 

themes behind the stories. There are many wonderful discussions and ‘wonders’ that arise in the children. 

They are eager each day to hear the stories and can recall in great detail the deeds done. Together we try 

to capture the essence of the story to write in our Main Lesson book; an activity which the children are 

getting better and better at. For some children the detail is not enough and they choose to write their own 

interpretation in their writing books. We regularly read together the writing from our ML book and become 

more familiar with sight words, sounds, sentence structure and meaning. 

For Year 1 we have been doing an Introduction to the 4 Processes. The children help the old woodcutter to 

gather, count, bundle and sort the wood into 100s, 10s and 1s, and with the help of Palash Plus, keep an 

accurate tally on his sales. They count how many times Tawhiri Times runs back and forth in the Bakers 

shop carrying 3 loaves of bread each time, or 4 chocolate eclairs, or 7 petit fours. Then we think, if Tawhiri  

Times made 6 trips carrying 3 eclairs each time how many would that be; and if 6 people were to share that 

many between them how many would they each get? Our friend Danveer Divide helps with this and we  
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News from the Gumnut Room Cont... 

mustn’t forget dear Milita Minus, kind and generous, who gathers treasure to give to others in need. 

Our class is a happy cooperative environment in which the children challenge themselves and discuss the 

skills in which they are confident as well as the areas that need strengthening and consolidating.  

 

Sue Gleeson 

 

 



News from the Apple Cottage... 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

The term has begun well and the students have quickly settled back into a good working routine. We 

welcomed Summer back to the school and she has joined our class 3.  

 

Bethany has been continuing with the recorder ensemble work and music notation tuition, a number of the 

children have also started learning another instrument with Sonny on a Friday. As a school, we have also 

focussed on dance with Bethany which culminated last week with our community presentation.  

This term is packed full of activity. We will be doing the Premier Be Active Challenge, Tri Skills gymnastics, 

our class play, “Demeter and Persephone” and a class camp in the last week.  

 

For the next 3 weeks we will be working on preparing our play for a school performance and an afternoon 

performance. I am hoping to do this in the R.S.L. Hall but depending on the volatility of the Covid 19 

restrictions it is hard at this stage what numbers of adults be able to congregate in the hall at a time. A 

decision about this will need to be communicated closer to the performance date. 

 

Many of the students have completed the Premiers Reading Challenge and class 5 students have begun a 

touch typing program as preparation for next term to publish their stories electronically. This is part of their 

ongoing preparation for transition to high school in 2022. 

 

Several students have now completed 

their tapestry work and they have sewn 

them into a pencil case. I am looking 

forward to having them on display at the 

Uraidla Show next term.  

 

Kind regards, 

Michael Simmons 
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News from the Apple Cottage Cont... 
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News from the Pear Tree Room.. 

What a busy term as usual. We have been changing things around in the classroom and using ‘flexible seating’ 

to help the children to concentrate and learn in a way which suits them. In Literacy we are giving grammar lots 

of attention and are going right back to the basics – who knew we needed to use punctuation to make sense 

of things! The students will be practicing their grammar skills with some ‘rocket writing’ and also by 

transferring their knowledge into their creative writing practice. In maths we are doing lots of revision to allow 

us to prepare for the upcoming PAT Maths assessments. Keep an eye out on seesaw to see the work we are 

doing. Recently we have been rounding, and measurement conversions. The children all have some practice 

they can do on IXL so if you are wanting to do anything at home ask them to show you their IXL tasks!   

Science is a big focus this term and we have had our lovely and extremely knowledgeable volunteer, Peter  

back in class to help us. Peter has arranged for us to be involved in the ‘National Water Bug Blitz’ which is very 

exciting. The National Water bug Blitz is Australia’s first nationwide waterway monitoring event.  In school we 

will be learning about what we might find in our waterways, how to identify them and what having particular 

bugs means for the quality of our waterways. Once we have the theory in place, we will take a trip down to 

the creek and start the hunt for the bugs. There will be lots of investigating, data collection, and analysis of 

our findings! We will be making use of our new Digital Microscopes to explore what we find, and then we will 

be using the Waterbug App to identify and upload our data. You can find out more here: 

www.waterbugblitz.org.au 

On Fridays we have had a sustainability focus, so far we have reinvigorated the schools compost system and 

worm farms. These will be used for a garden-science assignment where the students have to design and carry 

out an experiment to test whether using compost or worm juice will boost the growth of their plants. The 

students will also be exploring other ways they can minimise their ecological footprint on the earth 

throughout the rest of this term so stay tuned! 

 

We are also having an art focus this term. We have used some of the funds we raised in ‘Business and 

Economics’ last year to hire a pottery wheel and buy some clay. The students have been busily creating all 

sorts of different pots. They each have 1 to take home and we may even have enough to do some more 

fundraising! We have had a few disasters that turned into abstract pieces along the way but by enlarge we 

have been pretty successful and feel extremely proud of ourselves! We are going to use the second half of the 

term to glaze the pots then we will get them fired and they will be ready to show off!  

We have fun with when Michael’s class joins us 3 times a week. On a Monday we do Drama and we are 

currently creating a whole class piece of Greek Theatre. We will be exploring the story of Pandora’s Box,  

http://www.waterbugblitz.org.au


Page  9 Week 4 Term 3 

News from the Pear Tree Room Cont... 

incorporating choral speaking, movement and working as an ensemble. On Thursdays we have lots of fun 

using Drama Games to work on those essential skills of drama (and life) giving focus, making eye contact, 

vocal expression, working as a team, communicating, problem solving. Fridays we have a ‘buddy session’ 

where we do art tasks together.   

For technology we are focussing this term on stop motion animations and green screen filming. The children 

are having fun exploring all the different apps they can use to make animation and will be putting their skills 

to the test whilst creating some short films!  

Every year the Year 7’s take on an Individual Learning Project which is one of the ways we prepare for high 

school.  They plan and implement the project individually, with guidance from me. They have to decide 

what they learn, how they will learn it, how they will present their new found knowledge (presentations, 

making something etc.) and they also have to be able to teach something to the class (for example by teach-

ing a lesson or series of lessons). They are currently working through what their projects will be, we have 

lots of different ideas right now which we should be able to narrow down and start over the coming weeks. 

Mostly we are having a science 

based focus which is very exciting 

– I can’t wait to get them started! 

Claire Gallagher & 

Tha’is Bussenchutt 



Music Performance... 
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Upcoming Dates ... 

Monday 24 August 2020 
PUPIL FREE DAY     
  
Wednesday 26 August 2020 
Governing Council Meeting 6:30pm  
 
Thursday 27 August 2020 
School Tour 10-11am 
 
Friday 28 August 2020 
Book Week Dress up Day & Parade  
 
Tuesday 1 September 2020 
Michael’s Class PLAY 
 

 
 
 

Wednesday 9 September 2020 
Science Incursion ‘Ocean Voice’ Claire Class 
 
Thursday 17 September 2020 
Chess Competition NSPS (Years 3-7) 
 
Wednesday 23— Friday 25 September 2020 
School Camp WOODHOUSE (Years 3-7) 
 
Friday 25 September 2020 
LAST DAY OF TERM—Early Dismissal 2:15pm 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Basket Range Primary School 
16 Cramond Rd Basket Range SA  5138 
PH:  8390 3466         FAX:  8390 1062 

EMAIL:  dl.0511_info@schools.sa.edu.au 

Don’t forget to check our page:  

https://www.facebook.com/basketrangeps 


