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School Matters... 

We are coming to the end of another great school term. During this term staff and students have participated in  

many exciting in class and school wide learning experiences. We have shared some of these experiences via 

weekly news, school newsletter and social media and will continue to do so.  
 
Reconciliation Week 

During Reconciliation Week the students in year 3-7 were involved in a dynamic 

lesson where they were able to reflect on the part they play towards 

reconciliation. In groups the students designed a property, then switched 

designs so they could make changes to the other groups design. When the 

groups came together and saw the changes- good, bad or otherwise, a lively 

discussion followed about the importance of respecting other people’s beliefs 

and values even if they differ to their own. Every student contributed thoughtful 

input about their deep insight into how it feels to be in someone else’s shoes.  
 
Winter Festival  

Children are preparing for the Winter Festival 

learning songs, telling stories and making 

lanterns. It would be wonderful if you can 

deepen the children's experience by making a 

family lantern together at home. Please  share 

your lanterns via social media we would love to 

see them. 
 
Robotics  The 4-7 students have been busily 

building robots and applying  their coding skills 

to operate the robots (WeDo2 and EV3). They 

have challenged themselves and used their 

learning through a series of challenges and 

problem solving activities.  
 

Musical performances   Last week we had the pleasure of listening to our 3-5 class led by Bethany Neck, 

performing on our new recorders.  

We have missed not sharing and celebrating these events live, with our parents and community. We are 

hopeful that we can soon invite parents and community back on site to share and celebrate with us.     

                           Keep safe and well,  

 

 

Steiner and Mainstream Education  
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Dear All, 
 
As the term comes to an end we can reflect on many of the  

things the children have done up to this point.   

 

As autumn gave way to winter we began to rug up and  

head outside for walks or play in the forest and  

around the frog bog.  

 

We’ve noticed the coming and goings of the birds and  

noticed the rise and fall of the array of mushrooms 

growing in the area 

 

On clear sunny days various mines have  

been excavated on the embankment near  

the sand pit.  Plenty of hard work and  

tenacity has gone into this collecting,  

comparing, carving, digging and  building.  

 
 

News from the Cherry Tree Room... 
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Photos from the Cherry Tree Room... 
 

Over the past few  

weeks  

we have been  

preparing  

and making beautiful lanterns.   

We have been learning  

new songs, rhymes,  

verses and stories  

that relate to winter.  

 
 

Soft and hard handwork is picking up momentum.  Lots of sanding of sticks 

for the lanterns, finger knitting and making twisties is ever growing. 

 

Shortly after mid-winter our room will be 

darkened and transformed to represent 

and invite inner reflection and calm.  

Each child will light a candle and walk a 

spiral.  Beautiful! 

 

MIDWINTER 
 

Midwinter signifies arriving at an introspective resting 

place.  Traditionally, the solstice is an experience of inner 

awakening.   

 

The spiral is the image of Earth’s rhythmic path, inhaling 

and moving inward and then exhaling and moving 

outward. 

 
Wishing you all the best, 
Sandy Hobb 



News from the Gumnut Room... 
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Dear Parents, 

In our classroom the rose coloured curtains throw a warm embracing light across the room, whilst a cold 

and frosty wind blows outside. Our attention is drawn to the dramatic changes occurring outside and inside 

we are occupied with our work and singing and making our beautiful coloured frames to take home to hang 

in our window or in front of a candle. Soon we will have our little Festival, a spiral walk and a wee fire 

perhaps around which we will sip spiced apple juice. 

 

Jack Frost by Cecile E. Pike 

Look out! Look out! 

Jack Frost is about! 

He's after your fingers and toes; 

And all through the night, 

The gay little sprite 

Is working where nobody knows. 

 

He'll climb each tree, 

So nimble is he, 

His silvery powder he'll shake; 

To Windows he'll creep  

And while we're asleep, 

Such wonderful pictures he'll make. 

 

Across the grass 

He'll merrily pass, 

And change all its greenness to white; 

Then he will go, 

And laugh "Ho, ho, ho, 

What fun I have had in the night." 

 

Sue Gleeson 

Picture of Jack Frost by Arthur Winter 
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News from the Gumnut Room Cont... 

 



News from the Apple Cottage... 
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Dear Parents, 

Although, it has been an eventful term with the impact 

changes of the Covid 19, it is rapidly drawing to a close. 

Highlights for me has been the return of the children and 

their enthusiasm at being back. Also it has been wonderful 

to see them step up to ensemble work with now 4 

different members of the recorder family and with a 

percussion and guitar a compliment. We look forward to 

playing some pieces for you once the restrictions with parent assemblies lift.  Although the Winter Festival 

gathering will be cancelled, the children have each made a lantern that they will bring home at the end of 

term. Perhaps there can be a family lighting of the lantern to celebrate mid-winter. This term we have also 

been practising our juggling skills and several children can now juggle 3 balls consistently. Others are not 

far away.  

Currently we are in our final main lessons for the term. Class 5 are doing a literacy main lesson looking are 

more developed aspects of grammar usage. Class 4 are doing an English main lesson based on the Norse 

Mythology stories while class 3 are doing a practical main lesson to complete House Building.  

Next term we have the class camp at Woodhouse, the class play to rehearse and perform and the try skills 

gymnastic program.  As well we have the Premiers be active program to complete and the premiers 

reading challenge to finalise. Next term year 5 students will begin a touch typing program.  

Shortly the midterm 

reports will be sent out. 

Should you wish an 

interview early term 3 to 

discuss your child’s 

progress, please do not 

hesitate to book a 

meeting time through 

the office.  

Kind regards,  

Michael Simmons 
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News from the Pear Tree Room.. 
“What is that?” 

“Is that a robot?!” 

“Why do you get to work with robots?” 

This is what happens every time we go to take our robots outside: we are immediately greeted with a sea of 

little faces. The year 7’s are working on different robots to the year 4’s and 6’s. They  are building on skills 

previously learnt in the WeDo 2.0.  Following a line is the current battle for the year 7’s so that they can get 

their robots around hard to navigate roundabouts, tight turns and more. 

The year 4-6’s are working on speed. Namely how to make a robot go faster in a drag race. Once they have 

completed their research they will compete to see who has created the fastest design. 

 

Alex is the welcome addition to our class and 

school, bringing another aspect of teaching to 

hand, that we don’t normally see from Claire, 

he’s our new student teacher for the next 4 

weeks. 

For the last few weeks we’ve been working on 

graphs in maths, in particular Lego graphs. It 

brings another aspect of practicality to our 

maths, that lets us see firsthand the amounts of 

things we’re recording. 

 
For NAIDOC week the whole class created an Aboriginal piece of art in the shape of Australia but with a kan-

garoo head and tail using dot paints. We also learnt lots of Aboriginal symbols such as person, meeting place 

and even kangaroo tracks. Some people seemed worried about working together because they might make a 

mistake and some other people didn’t seem worried at all, so I waited until most people were finished so I 

could start my part. Some of us thought it looked like the others and some people thought it looked different 

and much more colourful.  This is important to us because it’s good to recognise indigenous culture and its 

history. 

 
This term we were going to sell jam at the winter fair but it got cancelled which left us with lots of pear and 

apricot jam, so what we did was we got into pairs and designed tags to put on the jars. We all thought our 

designs were good and it will be really hard to choose a winner. 
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For Art, we first thought of listing ideas for our school logo, we suggested lots of different things but some 

people wanted the frog to stay the same. Our designs were really awesome on paper they could surely be-

come our school logo, but then again they are all so good it will be hard to choose one, but the frog could 

stay the same for longer. We will just have to find out. 

 
This term we have been mainly focusing on student lead projects. There are three projects we are currently 

working on, Genius Hour- which is a subject of our choice that we want to learn about, Assignments- where 

we had a choice of three topics to work on for nine weeks at home and our special Covid-19 video- which 

we are all working as a team to produce a video for Facebook. 

 

In Genius Hour we decide on one topic we 

can teach ourselves. It is really important to 

choose something you want to learn, since 

in high school you have to pick what sub-

ject you want take so it really helps to have 

previous experience when you will be mak-

ing those decisions. For genius hour one of 

the students is learning about Greek Gods 

and Titans and the family tree since they 

have a passion for Greek mythology, anoth-

er is learning how to make a self-watering 

planter box since she has an interest in na-

ture and plants. 

 
For our assignments we had three choices 

to choose from: making our garden more 

biodiverse; making a recycled piece of art; 

making a movie on how to reuse old 

phones. We had nine weeks to finish our 

assignments. Nigella is making a tree out of 

chicken wire, plaster of Paris, wool and 

bark, whilst Danby is making a soccer goal out of recycled wood and recycled cherry nets.. 

 



News from the Pear Tree Room Cont... 
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In literacy, our classroom buzzes with children’s voices bouncing off each other, ideas running through every 

sentence. Different styles, vocabulary, and ways of writing swirling around the room. We have been co-

constructing stories recently. The great thing about co- constructing is that you have other peoples’ opinion 

on your writing, you can bounce ideas off each other and most importantly you can help each other spot 

their mistakes and move their work on. If you were a fly on the wall on in our class room, you wouldn’t be 

met with the silent hum of children individually writing, instead you would hear the lively discussion ringing 

in the atmosphere, with a range of perspectives building the conversation to crescendo, whilst groups de-

cide on the best way to write their stories. 

 
We love stories and books so under the guidance of our new Library Leader, Grace Simmons (yr. 6) we have 

been restocking the library with new and exciting books such as: How to Train Your Dragon series, The Wiz-

ard of Once series, The Land of Story series, The Good Thieves, The Nevermore series. Each week we all try 

to help in the library by sorting shelves, checking books and keeping it tidy. 

 
As well as all this excitement in lessons, we have been prepping in advance for the upcoming early years 

mainstream, who will be incorporated next year. We are feeling excited and ready to give Claire a helping 

hand managing the new children, though she probably won’t need it! The furniture has been constantly 

moving, giving off a more welcoming vibe, to make these children feel at home. We are well prepared to 

share our beautiful class and hope to see plenty of squidgy new faces next year, ready to learn! 

 

Co-constructed by students in the Pear Tree Room . 

Upcoming Dates ... 

Friday 3 July 2020 
Last Day of Term 2—early dismissal 2:15pm 
 
Monday 20th July 2020 
PUPIL FREE DAY       
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 21st July 2020 
First day of TERM 3 
  
Friday 24th July 2020 
Tri-Skills GYMNASTICS 
 
 

Basket Range Primary School 
16 Cramond Rd Basket Range SA  5138 
PH:  8390 3466         FAX:  8390 1062 

EMAIL:  dl.0511_info@schools.sa.edu.au 

Don’t forget to check our page:  

https://www.facebook.com/basketrangeps 


