Steiner and Mainstream Education

NEWSLETTER
2020

Term 2 Week 4

Social and Emotional Wellbeing
What is Wellbeing?
Wellbeing is often described as the quality of a person’s life. Maintaining our wellbeing means that we are
comfortable, healthy and happy—most of the time! It means that when we are faced with challenges, or
experience unpleasant emotions, we can come up with ways to overcome them. We learn about wellbeing so
that we can reach our potential
and live a happy and fulfilling life.
Excerpt from
My Wellbeing
program.
As a school our goal is to develop
social and emotional skills in the
children so that they may achieve
wellbeing, resilience and
academic goals. These are vital
life skills, especially relevant at
this unprecedented time.
I have been working with the
children in the Apple Cottage and
Pear Tree rooms to develop their
self-awareness, self
management, social awareness,
responsible decision making and
relationship skills.
To the right is an example of a
self– awareness and selfmanagement series of lessons about coping with unpleasant emotions. In these lessons we discussed and
identified unpleasant emotions, such as irritation, anger, fear, disappointment, what might trigger these
emotions and strategies to cope with these emotions, such as, breathing exercises, walking, playing with a
pet, talking to someone. The culmination of these sessions was to design a poster about how they coped
with unpleasant emotions. Please ask your children to share some of the discussions that were had.
Keep safe and well,

Nancy Saccoia
Principal

Page 2

Basket Range Primary School Newsletter

News from the Cherry Tree Room...
Dear All,
Toward the end of last term was such an unusual time for everyone, and then it was the holidays. It all seems
like a long time ago now but I hope, in amongst all the strangeness you managed to find time to enjoy the
simple things of life with your family. It is lovely to have everyone back at school. It feels like we are back to
our old normal and back to familiar routines.
Thank you for your regular contributions of fruit to the class each Monday. This allows the children the
opportunity to share a fruit platter and is an important and much looked forward to part of the day.

Since returning to school everyone has been busy reacquainting themselves with each other and their
surrounds. The children are entering rich and beautiful play and activity both inside and out. We have all
been noticing the richness of autumn and we are noticing all the hallmarks of the approaching winter. At the
end of last term we planted bulbs in pots and our little garden has been replanted in readiness for winter and
spring. There have been piles of leaves collected and spread and mulched over around the area near the frog
bog and around the little trees along the path. The beginning of term has been busy indeed with a general
getting back to business vibe and a readiness for winter’s return.
This term is speeding by and with the early cold snap it feels like winter has arrived early, although as I write
this we are experiencing some beautiful sunny days. While it’s warm and cosy when we are inside, the
weather can be a bit bleak and wet outside. The children will need good wet weather gear, a waterproof
jacket, gumboots and possibly a beany that can be left at school. When all the children are warm and
protected from the wet and cold it allows us to go for walks and wanderings, even if it is drizzling. Thank you
to everyone who has sent these items of clothing already.
Cubby building of shops, homes, dens and boats continue to be an inside play favourite. In Reception,
children are provided with opportunities to experience and interact with natural materials through selfdirected play. Self-directed play and imitated work allows children to imagine, create, represent and build
diverse landscapes, and structures and engage in exploratory projects in the environment. They are
continually negotiating, collaborating and co-creating. They have opportunities to take turns, help each
other, cooperate and see other points of view. This multi dimensional activity is language rich, number dense,
creative and full of future potential.
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Week 4 Term 1

Photos from the Cherry Tree Room...
The children continue to work hard and diligently on their craft. Pom-poms, finger knitting and the making of
a special project are taking form. Through craft children experience traditional methods of making
furnishings, tools and toys that can be used in the home or in play. They develop a sense of care and a love
for colour, texture and form that nurture their senses. They develop an appreciation of beauty and artistry of
handmade things and a care for each other’s work. These craft projects require children to work at their very
best to completion, thus, the objects they produce become well-loved and cherished, and often remain in use
for a very long time.

Our lantern making begins soon. We start
by creating a translucent painting. We
then form a three-dimensional structure
and make a handle by twisting coloured
yarn. Finally, this is all put together
carefully with glue and knots. This is a
slow and considered process, which
culminates in a beautiful vessel in which
holds a little candle to shine out into the
darkness. We have plenty to look forward
to as we begin our journey together
toward long dark winter days and nights.
Wishing you all the best,
Sandy Hobb
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News from the Gumnut Room...
There was much excitement in the children as they returned to school this term; reconnecting with their
friends and teachers, rebuilding cubbies and shops in the playground, and eagerly engaging with the daily
rhythms both in and outside of the classroom. A sense of safeness, security and calmness quickly grew as
the children took up their known routines and responsibilities. There has been much eagerness for the
lessons to begin, each child listening with intentness to the stories and giving such care to their writing and
drawing exercises.
In Week 2 the Year One children completed the Main Lesson on the Quality of Numbers. They practice with
care the form-drawing exercises to further
develop conscious spatial awareness and fine
and gross motor skills. Our moon rug is
edged with jewels and Burnie beads and '100
little pigs' as they practice counting in 2s, 3s,
4s, 5s and 10s, and grouping up to 10 the
different number families or bonds. Week 3
began with a new Main Lesson introducing
the consonants. We journeyed together to
the Crystal Cave, an arduous and long
journey which somehow took only the time it
takes to light a candle. We discovered S in
Silver Serpent, M in Mighty Mountain, T in
the wise Tall Towering Tree, and P in that
rascal Peter Possum. The children are excited
and eager to discover who next we will meet
and what new sounds and gestures we can
add to our secret language.
We have also been practicing using the block crayons; the long Papa bear edge, the shorter Mama bear
edge, the shortest Baby bear edge and of course the fine line of the corner point. The children develop
great dexterity in their fingers and manipulation of the wrist when using these crayons, which at first is
quite challenging to them, and they demand to be able to use the pointed crayon or the coloured pencil. As
our practice goes on and they learn to use them skilfully they are delighted at not only the detail they can
achieve but also the depth of colour and light that these beautiful crayons achieve when layered. In
particular, when introducing the children to writing, or the Form Drawing exercises, the use of the block
crayon forces the child to use their whole arm and even the movement of their body when drawing the
symbols. They feel the number or letter right through their body when forming it and have not only a visual
sense of reversals or incorrect directional flow —but a feeling sense for it. These forms are an invaluable
aid to me in determining potential form-perception problems, and as the children practice form drawing
over the months, such work helps to solve or at least mitigate these same problems.
In Year 2 the children are emerging from the complete feeling of oneness experienced in Year 1 where all is
whole and unified, each part sustaining the rest, the eternal circle, into more of a gesture of two parallel
lines. The children begin to experience a delicate sense of "apartness", of "identity". At this age, criticalness
may suddenly appear, along with a tendency to squabble endlessly, or feel persecuted by “everybody”,
bereft of friends. The curriculum themes which reflect the developmental experience of the child are
demonstrated effectively here. The Fables point out the foibles suddenly appearing all over, whilst the
Saints Legends calm, console and reassure.

Week 4 Term 1

News from the Gumnut Room Cont...
The children make a great leap from Class 1 to Class 2,
perhaps one of the biggest leaps in their school career.
Writing, which was virtually an extension of drawing in
Class One, now stands on its own; numbers, whose
qualitative aspect was stressed last year, now are
recognised as quantities, extending in space and time.
The children's skills in English and Maths are developing
nicely. Each week the children complete a combination
of exercises including handwriting, form-drawing,
spelling, story writing and illustration, number work,
times tables, reading, craft, painting, sound work and
more. In the first morning block, whilst I do Main
Lesson with the Year 1 children, the Year 2s work
independently through the set of activities listed on the
board. They self manage the tasks and quietly support
one another when necessary, respectful of this time
being Year 1s. After recess the Year 1s go to Sandy and
Year 2 have their Main Lesson. At this time we also
revise the work they completed in the morning and go
through the next mornings set of activities.
I am so proud of the children's ability to manage
themselves and consider their class mates. They are
enthusiastic about their learning and have a healthy
cheekiness, with each other and with me, which tells
me they feel comfortable and safe in their learning
environment.
Sue Gleeson
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News from the Apple Cottage...
Dear Parents,
Welcome back to term 2 during this strange, mysterious and unfolding time of the threat of Covid 19.
I read a modern saying – “expect the unexpected “and it has certainly applied to the devastating bushfires
and the current health challenges. But the children’s education continues, thank you to you all for what you
have done for their learning at home. It is wonderful to have the majority of children back at school and
this week we will begin a new main lesson for each year level.
Year 3 a Math's Main lesson – Length, Weight and Capacity; Year 4 will study the History/Geography of The
Local Area while Year 5 will study the History/Geography of South Australia.
With the recorder last term, I presented to the students an introduction to reading music notation. This
term, with Nancy's support, the Steiner Stream has engaged Bethany to teach an additional music theory
and recorder lesson for classes 2-5 to complement and enrich our soprano (descant) playing and to
develop a Recorder Ensemble. We are very excited about this and grateful to have such an experienced
and highly skilled teacher such as Bethany. We in the process of purchasing alto, tenor and base recorders
to support this program. The additional lesson will really encourage and develop the student’s music
notation literacy and I will have daily practice to support Bethany’s lessons.
Currently the children are developing their juggling skills, ask them to demonstrate and join in the fun.
Next term we have our class play and school camp to look forward to. This term we are playing table tennis
and have been learning softball skills and playing T/ball as a preliminary game. Later in the term we have
the Tri –skills program booked in. Also coming up at the end of the term, restrictions lifted we will have our
winter festival and lantern making.
You will have read in last week’s weekly news that in 2021 we will complete the compliment of classes in
the Steiner Stream from Reception to Year 6. As a staff, at the end of Term 1 we made decisions regarding
the positioning of classrooms and worked out a plan and a time frame. We have begun this process and
anticipate the present music room to be ready as the 3/4/5 Steiner class just after mid-term.
I look forward to sharing
more information about 2021
at our next Parent Teacher
Meeting,
when
the
restrictions have been lifted.

Kind regards,
Michael Simmons

Week 4 Term 1

News from the Apple Cottage Cont...
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News from the Pear Tree Room..
Just as we were getting used to a different way of doing things we suddenly had the majority of students
back and school operating (almost) as normal! I can’t believe it is only week 4!We are enjoying being back in
the swing of things and have now finalised our term 2 timetable (which was being adjusted weekly in
response to the situation) so things are beginning to run much more smoothly. We are of course still
missing two of our lovely class mates but we are hoping that they will be back soon. This week we have had
a change around in the classroom and we are feeling very connected as a group (and very grown up too!).
Independent Assignments
Due to the Covid-19 situation with some people at school and some at home, I created some independent
assignments which the children will work on both at home and at school, they had a choice of 3 different
assignments – A Biodiversity Project, a Recycled Art project or a Film making Project. The children are now
continuing to work on their assignments and I can’t wait to see what the they produce for their assessment
in week 9 this term.
Genius Hour
This is where the children get to shape their own learning. During genius hour the children each work on a
project which they feel passionate about. Their first job is to come up with an ‘inquiry’ question and then
they have to set about trying to answer the question. We are at the early stages, with some children still
trying to work out what they want to do and others starting their initial investigations. The children love this
part of their learning and usually learn so much from each other!
Art and Design
The focus this term is on design thinking. We are looking at the differences between art and design – the
purpose and how they could be presented differently. I love seeing the brilliant and creative ideas they
come up with and feel sure that some of them could well end up as designers in the future! Any of the year
6 students hoping to get onto the specialist Entrepreneurial program at Heathfield High School will be able
to use this learning as part of their application!
Creative Writing, Illustrating and Book Creations
In English we are really refining the way in which we structure our stories at the moment and we are going
to be creating some ebooks with collections of the children’s short stories. They love writing and illustrating
their stories and are utilising all manner of skills to bring it all together into an ebook.
Maths
The children are becoming more and more independent and self-motivated in their maths learning and are
usually very aware of their ‘next steps’. With lots of ‘number
talks’ we help each other to think through different strategies
and realise there is usually not just ‘one way’ of doing it. We do
lots of peer teaching, problem solving, games and number hunts
to keep them thinking about maths in lots of different ways.
They love doing estimations and knowing its ok to not always
have the ‘right’ answer, but that having sound mathematical
reasoning when approaching the problem is the important part!
The children are really good at recognising when we have
‘guessed’ and when we have used sound mathematical
understanding to work things out. They love it most though when
they manage to get the exact answer!
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News from the Pear Tree Room Cont...
Music
This term we have been lucky enough to obtain free accounts for ‘Yousician’ so all of the children are learning to either sing or play an instrument by themselves. We only have this free account until July so we
thought we would make the most of it. Children can access the app from home as well as school. Towards
the end of the term we will share their learning by asking them all to perform a little music to the class.
Shared Learning
We are loving having more lessons with the Apple
Cottage children, it’s so great to have lots of ideas and
skills and to be able to learn from each other. On Mondays we are doing Drama, we have started to look at
devising drama based on stories. Later on in the term
we will be looking at myths and legends as a stimulus for
storytelling and devised drama. Thursdays we stick with
Drama but we are using lots of drama games and activities to help us be better communicators, listeners and
team players. On Friday we have fun with our buddies
playing, reading and creating art together.
Robotics, coding and computer skills
This term we will be focussing on Coding using ‘hour of code’ with the children working at their own pace
on a course which takes them through the basics of
block coding onto more difficult and technical code
based lessons. The students will be able to apply their
coding skills to operating the robots (WeDo2 and EV3)
in a series of challenges, problem solving activities and
robot ‘battles’. These lessons are invaluable and will
really help prepare year 6 and 7 students for high
school - especially if they are hoping to got to one
which has a good technology program (for example the
entrepreneurial program at Heathfield High School.
Claire Gallagher

Upcoming Dates...
Wednesday 3 June 2020
Term 2 School Tour TBC

Friday 3 July 2020
Last Day of Term 2

Don’t forget to check our page:

https://www.facebook.com/basketrangeps

Basket Range Primary School
16 Cramond Rd Basket Range SA 5138
PH: 8390 3466
FAX: 8390 1062
EMAIL: dl.0511_info@schools.sa.edu.au

