Steiner and Mainstream Education

NEWSLETTER
2020

Term 1 Week 4

Welcome to 2020...
I want to begin by welcoming our existing and new
children and families to a new and exciting year.
My vision for Basket Range school, as we continue our
journey as a Steiner and Mainstream school, is to;
Continue to develop strong numbers in both the
streams
Nurture and grow our motto of two streams ~ one
river
Shape what we want to create in the context of our
small school
Work together as a strong active community with a
high degree of trust
Develop strong and vibrant streams that support
children’s wellbeing and learning
Preserve small class sizes that enrich student learning
 celebrate our points of difference such as our
environment and the Arts.
I welcome back staff and want to introduce our new
student leaders , who together with the Governing
Council and community, will be instrumental in shaping
2020.

Thank you to all the parents and caregivers who came to
Acquaintance Night, this was a great opportunity for
parents to visit classrooms and hear expectations and
planning from their child's teacher. We look forward to
sharing your child's learning journey at learning discussions
and celebration assembly.
Student Leaders

Congratulations to our
student leaders who
Introducing 2020 existing and new staff Sandy with the
applied for the leaders
Reception class in the Cherry Tree Room, Sue with Class
role by identifying the
1 and 2 children in the Gumnut Room, Michael with Class
skills and dispositions they
3 to 5 children in the Apple Cottage, Claire with the Yr. 4would bring to the role of
7 children in the Pear Tree Room and Bethany our music
student leader. The
teacher.
leaders are Nigella, Emily,
And of course our invaluable School Services Officers,
Grace and Bibi. Each have
Laren Taverna, Susan Pfeiffer, Melanie Williams and
taken a leading role across the school and are excited to
Ashleigh Hosking. A special welcome to Emma, string
support their peers and make positive contributions to
teacher and Marco, Chinese teacher.
the school.
Please visit our website later this term for staff profiles.
I look forward to sharing more information with you
throughout the year.
Nancy Saccoia
Principal
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News from the Cherry Tree & Gumnut Rooms...
Every year begins with a little nervousness: Are we prepared and ready for the children? Can we properly
'meet' them? Will they be receptive, relaxed, eager and ready for the challenges ahead of them? Will they
feel secure and comfortable with us and one another?
Lots of thought and consideration of what is to come and what is before us. The huge responsibility of these
precious souls in our care.

And so the first day arrives. Smiles and flowers and hugs, bags and hats and lockers to sort, trepidation and
excitement rolled into one. The bell goes and a rush of little feet to line up at the door, open trusting faces
look up to meet our eyes, a small hand clasped palm to palm within ours and a warm greeting to start the
day.

In Reception the newest little ones tentatively sit in the foyer and for the first time begin the daily rhythms of
removing shoes to put on soft slippers, finding a home for my bag and my hat, sitting still and quiet in the
circle till all have arrived and then a song, a poem, finger play, then standing together and hand in hand
stepping into the classroom.

Outside the Gum Nut Room the children form a line and one by one shake hands with the teacher, enter the
class, remove shoes and sit quietly on the moon mat until all are present. Then together the morning verse,
poems, movement, balance, numbers, letters, months, seasons, days, a story or some show and tell. And at
last we can go to our tables, and now we begin to learn our new rhythms for getting the things we need for
the lesson and then for putting them away; gestures of inward and outward spirals, left and right, above and
below. Everything we do is learning!

Thus you can imagine the demands on the child's will in these daily practices which lead toward individual
independence and responsibility. Both within and outside the class the children have much to take in, not
least of all the social experience. The foundation for social health is laid down in these early years; the
experience of me and other.
Sandy & Sue

Week 4 Term 1

Photos from the Gumnut & Cherry Tree Rooms...
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News from the Apple Cottage...
Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been a quick, exciting and busy beginning to the year and all the students have been keen to settle
back into school routine. I have appreciated the S.S.O support offered to me to assist covering 3 different
main lesson contents. We have just completed our first main lessons and the class have been working
harmoniously together. The year 3’s have been painting the stages of creation, year 4’s have been
researching writing through human history and practising the arts while year 5’s have been recalling and
writing their own accounts of stories from Ancient India. For our next 3 main lessons we head into the
world of number, year3 study, the year 4 processes and strategies, year 4 number processes , factors and
multiples while year 5 Explore Fractions and Decimals.

For a craft activity to start the year off with us all doing the same tasks, we have been making papier mache
headed puppets and also sewing up and attaching the hand glove. The students are now working in small
groups writing a short script for their characters and this week we will begin rehearsing their plays on an
improvised puppet theatre.
On Wednesday 26th February I would like to invite at 2.30 pm, those parents and friends, able to come to
an afternoon performance of the puppet shows and a simple Indian Festive finger food sharing celebration.
I would appreciate any food contributions or ingredients towards the feast. The students will also be
preparing some dishes. If you are able to give some time to assist me with this please contact me. We have
been doing some fitness preparation towards this terms small schools combined sports day and from
weeks 4 -7 we will be practising volleyball skills with a coach from the local volleyball association.

Thank you for the great turnout on Acquaintance Night, I am available to meet for individual discussions via
making a time via the office and we will have a parent teacher night in term 2, 3 and 4 to continue
discussions and share information and the work of the students as a class group.

Michael Simmons

Week 4 Term 1

News from the Apple Cottage Cont...
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Week 5 Term 4
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News from the Pear Tree Room..
Wowsers Week 4 already – how did
that happen?

All the pre testing has now been
completed and the children are all
getting stuck into their class work. In
English we have already been working
on basic grammar and punctuation
reminders, recounts, narratives and
procedural writing. We are still trying
to ‘Ban the Boring’ by cutting out
unnecessary detail – we all eat but do
we really want to read about that in a
story? We have also been working with
a new program called Read Theory
which helps them with comprehension
by providing new reading material at
their own level every day. The children
are doing well with it and are really
getting to grips with what level of
reading books is a challenge for them
and which are ‘easy reads’.

In maths we are working on lots of
problems – usually beginning with an
estimation, then having lots of
‘number talks’ to explore all the
different ways the tasks can be approached. We are also keeping up the basics by practicing our ‘quick
maths’ each day and using the daily 10 website to help us get better at our timetables.
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News from the Pear Tree Room Cont...
ICT has found us working on becoming aware of Internet Safety issues, working on basic computer skills
such as Word Processing and Publishing. We have even begun to train in touch typing with the children racing ahead of me in their speed and accuracy! The children have loved using the WeDo2 and EV3 robots as
we have begun working on our robotics building and programming skills. Over the next few weeks we will
be exploring how they work and preparing for some friendly robot competitions.
In HASS we have begun to look at life in Australia in the 20th century and how it differs from the life we
know today. Some of the children were horrified to find out that IPads were not around then! (what did we
do before the invention of computers hey?).

Despite a busy weekly schedule, we have still found time to play chess and have fun with our buddies
(years 3&4 from the Steiner Class) reading, playing maths, literacy and drama games. It’s so lovely to get
together and share in our leaning journey!

Claire Gallagher

Upcoming Dates...

Wednesday 26 February 2020
Term 1 School Tour

Wednesday 1st April 2020
Learning Discussions Year 7 Mainstream

Wednesday 4 March 2020
GRIP Leadership Excursion

Thursday 2nd April 2020
Chess Excursion at Norton Summit PS

Monday 9 March 2020
PUBLIC HOLIDAY—Adelaide Cup Day

Tuesday 7 April 2020
Celebration Assembly 2:15pm

Wednesday 11 March 2020
Learning Discussions Yr 4-6 Mainstream

Thursday 9 April 2020
SPORTS DAY—Uraidla Oval
Last Day of Term 1

Monday—Wednesday 23-25 March 2020
Learning Discussions Reception—Year 5
Steiner

Don’t forget to check our page:

https://www.facebook.com/basketrangeps

Basket Range Primary School
16 Cramond Rd Basket Range SA 5138
PH: 8390 3466
FAX: 8390 1062
EMAIL: dl.0511_info@schools.sa.edu.au

