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Celebrating Winter... 
 
At the end of Term 2 we celebrated winter with our Winter Fair and Winter Festival. Two very significant and successful 

events that were made possible by the hard work, generosity and goodwill of the staff, children and community. 

 

Winter Fair 

The Winter Fair was a huge success. There are so many to thank that I will not name individuals for fear of forgetting 

one or two.  So I wish to thank everyone very much—all of our students, mums, dads, aunties, uncles, grandparents, 

staff and friends for making our Winter Fair such a triumph.  The generosity of our community donating their time, effort 

and talent is overwhelming and very much appreciated.   I will however make mention of the planning committee; Ali 

Geers and Laren Taverna who spend months organising the day; Peter Geers who was our MC and Rudy and Heidi 

Jamieson our Games Masters for the day. 

 
A huge thank you must also go to all our sponsors for their donations of goods and services. Please see sponsors list in 

this newsletter. 

 
Financially we raised approx. $7000 which will be used to complete our undercover area, add to our music resources 

and begin a fund for the Mimili Exchange. Socially and promotionally it was a very successful day.   

Thank you again; and please extend our thanks to your family members and friends who helped on the day.   Please 

also support the businesses who sponsored the school through the donation of goods or services. 

A wonderful event that we can look forward to in 2020.   

Winter Festival  

The Winter Festival was a delightful way of celebrating the seasonal changes, the solstices and the equinoxes.  As a 

school this was a one river event, which celebrated a meaningful festival in Steiner education, across the school. 

Inspired by their teachers the children made beautiful lanterns, which they lit for the first time at the Winter Festival, and 

carried through the darkness lighting the way forward out of the darkness towards the warmer summer months. 

 

Sadly, due to illness, Aboriginal Elder Ivan~ Tiwu Copley was unable to join 

us on the night. We will continue to work with Ivan Copley, Sam Cooper and 

the Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) subcommittee to recognise and 

authentically integrate Aboriginal culture and understandings across our 

school. 

 

A special thanks goes to Sue Gleeson for orchestrating this event.  

 

Through these and other school events we will continue to celebrate our 

unique environment, acknowledging the past, present and future.  

 

I look forward to sharing future celebrations and events, such as our showcase assembly, the Uraidla Community 

Kindergarten visit and our school wide ‘-athon’ , to raise money to spruce-up or our playground in upcoming 

newsletters.   
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Dear Parents, 
 
Term three is speeding along and winter is still biting.  It’s comforting though to harken back to the end of 

last term and our winter spiral.  Our room was transformed and darkened to represent and invite inner 

reflection and calm.  Each child lit their candle and walked ‘The Spiral’.  Beautiful! Later that evening and 

after spending many weeks making beautiful lanterns, as well as learning new songs, rhymes and verses 

relating to the winter season we ventured on the long walk through the darkness of the forest to the light of 

the bonfire and a warming story by David Skewes.  Something special to be remembered as we feel the full 

force of winter and the hope of spring. 

 

Handwork is picking up momentum. Many of our projects are taking form and some are reaching completion.  

The children are busy with pom-poms, finger knitting and simple stitching for the reception children and 

knitting recorder bags and completing craft bags for the ones and making a doll for the twos. As well the 

knitters have just completed enough small squares to make a little blanket. Beautiful!  It’s a very productive 

time in the craft department. Though handcraft children develop a sense of care for each other’s work and a 

feeling of community that will remain with them. They learn to appreciate the beauty and artistry of 

handmade goods and the empowerment that comes from being able to make one’s own belongings.  

Play is in full flight both inside the classroom and in the outside environment.  

Rudolf Steiner said “play works from within outwards, work from outside 

inwards.”  The child is geared to play...fulfilled in play...there is satisfaction to be 

had from a good day’s activity.  The child relates himself to life – his 

environment and living within play situations.  This is the purpose of play.   

When we consider some of the qualities of play we see that what starts out as 

play is quickly transformed into work. Sometimes, children will even refer to 

what they are doing as work. 

Children of school age will stay within an activity for some time. They immerse 

themselves in the themes that have arisen from the imagination. 

In play, work begins to emerge.  A ‘house’ is built, a roof is fixed, then a door, 

more walls are needed.  Cloths are fixed using pegs and stones. A floor is built.  

Now it’s time to feed the family...dinner to be made... roles to be assigned...and 

let’s not forget the animals, both domestic and wild to be dealt with and cared 

for. 

Suddenly there is a dog that needs an owner.  A tail is attached, a kennel built. 

See it jump and demand food and then run off to sleep on pillows at its 

‘master’s’ command...a five or 6 year old.  Within minutes the play can morph 

into three wild dogs and two masters.  There may be tigers and tiger tamers.  Or 

chickens, cats, snakes. Or more recently in our room we had three wolves.  I 

know said one...”you be the wolf and you can keep warm with in the cave”.  

News from the Cherry Bud Room 



Term 3 Week 4  Page  3 

Then off they went to build a place for the wolf to live.  A cave was built with 

walls, a soft cushiony place to sleep and bowls collected and filled with food.   

everything...ready for another day. 

 
 
You need confidence to manage these animals and these dogs, tigers and 

wolves use all their whiles as they display their skills and diversionary tactics 

for the master. 

What is going on here?  There are the relationships between master and 

mastered. At once a child shows deference and obeys the directions of the 

master, and yet another is master and has the responsibility of a family of 

dogs/cats/tigers. He is responsible as a provider - a place to sleep, bowls for 

food, food to eat to be gathered. 

 

There is love, care, and concern.  Inner qualities are awakened in this kind of play. 

As you watch this menagerie you see their movements.  You see exploratory, expressive 

movements...crawling, slithering, waddling...movement using all parts of the body. 

According to Wittig, (1991) the agility, the freedom of movement explored and expressed in play, manifests 

in clear diction, fluent speech, clear thinking. 

 

Our busy days are full of imaginings and wondrous play and 

we are very lucky to be a part of it.  

Then, before you know it’s time to pack away... everything in 

its place, and a place for everything...ready for another day. 

On the shelf in our box,                                                                                               

Here we put our toys and blocks,                                                                                 

little horse and doll and gnome,                                                                                    

Now it time to go on home,                                                                                             

Each one has its special place, 

We will help them find your way,  

On the shelf in our sack,   

We all put toys back. 

 

Thank you to everyone for sending along raincoats.  They have definitely had a work out these past couple 

of weeks.  A roster for fruit will be coming out soon too. A few extra apples and pears are good also for our 

yummy crumble on Fridays.  Thank you for your support and help.  Much appreciated. 

 

Sandy 

 

News from the Cherry Bud Room... 
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Term 3 has already been such a busy one. Stormy, cold weather has not dampened enthusiasm in the class 

or the children's willingness to venture down into the forest to build cubbies, negotiate deals and rescue 

fallen branches and broken trees. Mr. Don is back to take small groups of children to observe what is 

happening in our natural environment and to plant, nurture and grow. Mr. Peter comes along for woodwork 

and collaborative construction has begun to take form. The children have many ideas for things they can 

make and grow. 

 

We had a visit from Mr. Chris with his ambulance.  

The children were surprised at how much equipment  

there was in such a tiny space and all of them wanted a  

turn on the hydraulic stretcher. Later this term we will be  

doing a walk-a-thon in consideration of health as a  

holistic experience. You will hear more about this  

soon. Each of the Main Lessons this term contribute to this 

ideal. 

 

Last week we had the pleasure of participating in a theatre production. It was a little different to what we 

were expecting as the children became part of the story of the 'Mirror Birds'. Such a beautiful story enjoyed 

by all. 

News from Gumnut Room 
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Class One 

Our Main Lesson for the beginning of this term has been the introduction to the Angel Vowels. The 

consonants whose form and sound is reflected in the natural world around them is now imbued with the 

heart felt sounds of the Vowels. Each angel has a task and brings a gift with their name and sound. Angel A 

to help people to see beauty in the world, to give praise and thanks for creation; Angel E to encourage 

people to be open to helping others, to give them inner strength and serenity; Angel I to help people to see 

what is right, to follow the light, to acknowledge the best in each other; Angel O to help people to be more 

loving and caring of others, to show that love can overcome fear, to protect all creatures and people; Angel 

U to help people to respect themselves and each other, to trust themselves, to be truthful and honest, to be 

focused and self-directed, open to inner guidance. 

This is a favourite Main Lesson of the children. They look forward each day to the story of the Angels and 

the deeds they do. They love to practice drawing the letter, to form the name and sounds each vowel makes, 

to practice the rhymes and actions, and to aurally identify the sounds and form words in our morning circle. 

Now we write from the board and read the sentence or phrase together from rhymes or verses we already 

know by heart. The children know what the phrase or sentence says, and feel confident reading together . 

 

Class Two 

In Term 1 & 2 Class Two experienced the stories from Animal Fables and Legends of the Saints and goodly 

people. 

The Animal stories relate to the spontaneous, instinctive nature of children and help them to acknowledge 

their trust in this inner sense that is such a fund of resourcefulness in everyone. The animals also represent 

different qualities within each one of us. 

The stories of the saints or goodly people of different cultures form a contrast to the instinctive world of 

animals. The saints demonstrate the ideal qualities in the human being. Through the stories of those wise 

and loving souls whose lives have been spent helping and uplifting humankind, the children identify with the 

best in themselves and those around them. Stories of such people from different cultures and religions 

promote acceptance, thoughtfulness and goodwill between all peoples. 

This term we are delving into the Celtic mythologies, beginning with the stories of the King of Ireland's Son. 

The 7/8 year old child retains an urge to experience the world with a “magical” content, hence their 

enjoyment of stories where magical possibilities resound. The stories of the Celtic tradition in particular 

display a blend of the everyday realities of the natural world into which the growing child is now moving, 

along with a joy in the sudden emergence of a transcendent reality. The rich content and expressive 

language of the stories is written and illustrated as a creative response in the children's Main Lesson books.  

 
Sue 

 
 
 

News from the Gumnut Room... 
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Dear Parents, 

 

In week 2, Christopher Simmons, a paramedic working out of Murray Bridge drove an ambulance to 

school and spoke to each of the classes responding to student’s questions and sharing practical ways of 

assessing personal fitness. He told students where to find their pulse and how to measure it at rest. 

Next, we did some exercise and measured it again. He told us, your level of fitness can be determined 

by how long it takes for your heart rate to return to your rest rate.  As a staff, this term, we have decided 

to focus on health and fitness and we have been doing regular activities each week. We are working to-

wards having a community day with parents invited to culminate our efforts in the final week of this term. 

More detailed information will follow. 

 

Last week, I dropped off our class entries into the endangered species art competition at the Norton 

Summit Community Centre. Val Hunt, the co-ordinator there was very complimentary about the entries 

and she gave us some interesting posters on threatened animal and plant species as classroom refer-

ences. I have laminated them and they are on display in the classroom. I am not sure when the judging 

takes place but will no doubt hear from her.  

 

Currently both classes are working on reading, rehearsing and preparing to present this year’s class 

play; “Skiff’s Golden Hair. We aim to present the play to on Thursday 29th August in the Basket Range 

Hall at 6pm. We will do performance for the students on Wednesday 28th August at 12.30pm. Parents 

are welcome to attend either performance. 

 

Coming up next week is this term’s class meeting on Thursday 22nd August at 3.30pm.  It will be an 

opportunity to view work that the students have been doing as well as discuss issues and questions that 

you may wish to raise. I will share some aspects of the curriculum and its relation to child development.  

 

Also coming up during our final Main Lesson will be the school camp at Aldinga. Claire’s class and our 

class will both be attending from Wednesday 4th September to Friday 6th. Detailed camp lists and a list of 

camp activities will be sent out from the office soon. 

 

Our final main lessons for the term are Y3 Geography and Science - Farming and Gardening and Y4 

English -The Arts of Language and Literacy. 

 

Just a reminder to those who haven't returned the Premier’s Reading Challenge forms, they are due 

ASAP.  If you need a new form, please contact the office. 

 

Kind regards,  

Michael 

News from the Apple Cottage  
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News from the Apple Cottage Cont.. 

This term we have welcomed Pelle and Danby who have joined us from Michaels class. They have both 

slotted in beautifully and have been a welcome addition to  

balance out our boy/girl ratio! 

 

We continue to have a focus on Music this term with the children enjoying some  

fabulous percussion and vocal work with Bethany and we are lucky enough to be able to continue to 

develop our instrumental skills with instruction from Rob Pippan at Oakbank Area School. The children 

have now mastered 4 songs and are working on a 5th!  

 

Maths has been fun and games this term (literally) as we have utilised many games we already know and 

adapted them to improve our maths facts. Checkers has never been so complicated! We have been 

focussing on multiplication of big numbers with some students even working out how to apply the same 

rules to decimal numbers.   

News from the Pear Tree Room 
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News from the Pear Tree Room Cont.. 

In English we have been focusing on oral language and storytelling utilising our Drama skills. We have 

been exploring synonyms and antonyms through games and have become highly skilled at building words 

using Word Mania. So skilled in fact that the year 6s won the practice round of the Word Mania Competi-

tion! Let’s see if we can manage to get through to the finals – the first round had begun and we are so far 

travelling well. All practice at home goes towards the competition and the worst that can happen is they 

have some fun whilst getting better at building words and spelling! 

 

We are so lucky to have some fabulous talented and generous volunteers to help us enrich our curricu-

lum. We have been cooking up a storm with the lovely August – my favourite so far has to be the orange 

and cardamom cupcakes – YUMMY!  

 

Mel has been doing an amazing job mak-

ing clay bird whistles with the children. 

Josh Geers has been in this week to 

share his expertise in finance matters. 

And we have been learning all about our 

bodies with Peter who has such a wealth 

of knowledge to share with the children – 

they bombard him with question after 

question and love every minute.  

 

In HASS we are exploring the world 

around us and have started with Australia. 

We will spend some time exploring our 

country then move on to look at some of 

the other countries around the world. We 

have people in the class with family from 

all over the world so it will be exciting to 

find out what they know and can share 

about the places they are from.  

 

As usual the term is flying by, we are look-

ing forward to a jam packed second half 

of the term with loads of events such as 

book week, camp, the chess competition, 

and the health-athon just to name a few!  

 

Claire 



Upcoming Dates ... 

Wednesday 21st August 2019 
Kindy Morning Visit 
 
Thursday 22nd August 2019  
School Tour 10:15am 
 
Friday 23rd August 2019 
Book Week Dress up Parade 11:30am 
 
Wednesday 28th August 2019 
Steiner Yr 3-4 Class Play 
 

Wednesday 4th Sep—Friday 6th Sep 2019 
Aldinga CAMP Yrs 3-7 
 
Friday 13th September 2019 
PUPIL FREE DAY 
 
Thursday 26th September 2019 
Chess Competition at NSPS  
 
Friday 27th September 2019 
End of Term 2 - Dismissal time 2.20pm 
 

Basket Range Primary School 
16 Cramond Rd Basket Range SA  5138 
PH:  8390 3466         FAX:  8390 1062 

Don’t forget to check our page:  

 

Winter Fair Sponsors.. 
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