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A Basket Range Primary School Icon...
We say farewell and best wishes to Lisa Heptinstall on her retirement. Lisa has been a long standing staff member who
has seen Basket Range through 19 years of good times and change.
Over the years Lisa has generously contributed her time and expertise to a plethora of school events as can be seen in
the montage below.
As the Administration Officer Lisa has always presented a calm and friendly face to the visitors and families that come
through our doors. She will be remembered for her help and support by a multitude of families, students and staff as
they became part of the Basket Range family.
Children will miss Nurse Lisa, who so kindly treated their grazes and applied her band aids. Colleagues will miss her
efficient and caring nature. Lisa is always ready to listen to others and help with excursions, transport, newsletters,
placing orders, school celebrations and of course to make her fabulous scones.
On a personal note I will miss Lisa’s calm nature, professionalism and knowledge. She has often been a sounding board
for new ideas and has worked tirelessly with colleagues and community to ensure the success of the school. Her vast
knowledge of the school’s history and journey to the present day will be sorely missed.
Fortunately as Lisa has said on numerous occasions, ‘Once a Basket Ranger Always a Basket Ranger’ I am sure we will
see her again at our many special events.
We wish Lisa all the best for the next phase of her life and invite you to come and say farewell to her at the Celebration
Assembly on Tuesday 9th April 2019.
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2015 Tourists in Our Own City

2017 Winter Fair

2017 Winter Fair

Nancy Saccoia
Principal
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News from the Cherry Tree & Gumnut Rooms...
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Week 4 Term 10

Harvest Festival...

Mother Earth, Mother Earth
Take your seed and give it birth
Father Sun, gleam and glow
Until the roots begin to grow
Sister Rain, Sister Rain
Shed thy tears to swell the grain;
Brother Wind, breathe and blow
Then the blade green grass will grow
Earth and Sun and Wind and Rain
Turn to gold the living grain.
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News from the Apple Cottage...
Greetings all,
This week we welcomed Matilda and her family into class 3. She has settled in
quickly and has been a welcome addition to our class.
The term has flown past and much has been achieved during our time
together. The students are working well together. This year, the increased
afternoon face to face time with the class has been welcomed and been
productive to focus on more of the artistic activities like modelling, drawing,
movement and painting.
I wish to thank Jane Wolfe and Chelsea Stark for sharing their expertise and
love of food preparation over the past 3 weeks. Each week the students have
been looking forward to food preparation and enjoying the tasty delights that
they have produced. Next Wednesday as the focus of our harvest festival we
will prepare with Jane and Chelsea’s guidance a 3 course gluten free lunch for
the class to share together so you will not need to provide lunch on
Wednesday.
As well as all our normal work, we are preparing some class items to present
for the Celebration Assembly in the last week. Currently for games and sport
we are practising athletics in preparation for the Combined
Schools Sports Day.
We are sad to farewell the lovely Lisa but we sincerely wish her
and her husband, all the very best for their new exciting
adventures together. She has made a huge contribution to the
school over the past 19 years and will be sadly missed.
Warm regards,
Michael

Page 5

Week 4 Term 10

News from the Pear Tree Room..
Visits to the classroom
BRPS has had an
impromptu visit
from Jason who
works at
Warrawong
Animal
Sanctuary. He
showed us an
Olive Python. We
learnt that this
type of snake
loves to wrap his
body around
things like logs,
sticks and the
man’s arm.

singing a song, making a piece on Garage Band (an app on
our iPads) or dancing to a recorded piece of music.

BRPS have also had a visit from a police officer who told us
what police do and showed us some things that police
have, like handcuffs, a gun and a spare magazine for the
gun and the officer also told us about pepper spray.
BRPS had one last visit and it was from the Planetarium.
The person taught us a lot about space like how the sun
keeps the planets around it in orbit with gravity, the
person also told us that the earth and the sun are 1 au
(astronomical unit) apart.
By Ethan

We’ve been working on it during music lessons for the last
three weeks and in week 11 we will perform in front of
each other, Bethany and hopefully the other teachers. This
opportunity has given us more ownership and allowed us
to be more creative in our work.
Next term, our class will be going to Oakbank school, to be
involved with the music immersion program, we will be
put into groups to learn how to participate as a band. We
will learn skills such as guitar, drums, keyboard, bass,
vocals, etc. this is building a better community and
relationship with other schools.
We are all really excited for both projects coming up. Also
this year, we have a new program. Emma is teaching some
In English I am making a book about a boy named Adam
students string instruments such as violin, viola and cello.
looking for a missing key. He looks for clues but finds out a It’s a privilege having Emma teaching at this school,
magical fairy took the key.
By Oscar
students have been enjoying the lessons.
By Sienna & Briggy
Music in mainstream
In music we are working as a group or on our own to
prepare a piece for performance. We choose between
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Term 1 Week 10

News from the Pear Tree Room...
A new project
This year the year 7s have a new project, a news report!
Targeted at new parents, these news reports will aim to
show the community the amazing things going on in our
dual stream school. Filmed and uploaded once a week,
the news from our mainstream class will fill you in on all
our noteworthy information.
It’s not just the year 7s though, all age groups in our
mainstream class play a part in writing and reading news
articles, along with interviews. It’s not just fun and
games though, some of the skills we need include teamwork and cooperation, filming and editing along with
writing, reading and acting.
These news reports can be found on our well known
face book page, keep a lookout for our new uploads!
By Fred and Sofia

Harmony Day...
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Apple Day...
On the 25th March the school hosted a very successful
Apple Day. I want to thank the promotion and organising
committee Laren Taverna, Ali Geers, Amber Ochota, Lisa
Heptinstall, Claire Gallagher and the many friends and
family that helped on the day.
We had many visitors who enjoyed seeing our beautiful
school, meeting our helpful staff and students as well as
enjoying the activities of apple spirals, apple stamping,
face painting, games and the crushing and grinding of
apples to make apple juice.
A special thanks to Amber for providing the fascinating
apple grinding machine.
The committee is looking forward to planning some
more special days, to showcase our school, in the near
future.
Congratulations and thanks to all.
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Term 1 Week 10

A farewell...
Little did I know when I first visited Basket Range Primary for an interview with then Principal
Sue Schmidt that I would still be here almost 20 years later! Nor did I know that through
these years I would meet so many wonderful staff, parents and of course students.
I have seen so many firsts—our visits to the Mimili Community and their return visits; our
participation in the small schools combined Sports Day; our Winter Fair and the introduction
of the Steiner Stream just to name a few.
I have seen our enrolment numbers at a high in the mid sixties, then drop to the mid twenties
and then rise again back to the fifties and these numbers continue to grow. I have joined with
parents and staff to lobby the government of the day to allow us to keep our ‘small schools’
grant. A $30,000 loss to our budget would have had dire consequences.
In our Basket Range family over the years I have mourned the loss of a number of parents
taken far too early and celebrated the arrival of babies to families and seen many of those
babies through their primary school life.
I have cried each year like a very proud aunt/grand aunt as our students graduate from Year 7
and enjoy hearing what these students have achieved as I catch up with them years later.
Over the years I have enjoyed the support and friendship of 4 principals, many teachers, more than 10 SSOs and
hundreds of parents and students. I especially wish to thank my family for their love and continuing support. My
husband and I look forward to a new chapter in our lives as we embrace retirement.
I leave with many memories some sad but so many, many happy ones of my time here. Thank you so much for the
kind wishes I have received and I’m sure in the coming days and months I will really miss applying band aids to those
grazed knees…

Lisa Heptinstall

Upcoming Dates ...
Tuesday 9 April 2019
Celebration Assembly

Tuesday 30 April 2019
First day of term 2 for students

Thursday 11 April 2019
Sports Day

Wednesdays 1,8,15 &22 May 2019
TriSkills Gymnastics

Friday 12 April 2019
End of term 1 Early dismissal 2:20pm
Monday 29 April 2019
Pupil Free Day

Don’t forget to check our page:
Basket Range Primary School
16 Cramond Rd Basket Range SA 5138
PH: 8390 3466
FAX: 8390 1062

