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Preparing for 2019 … 

As the end of the year is fast approaching the school is preparing for another exciting year. 
 
We have started preparation for an Early Years mainstream class in the Pear Tree building (2020), alongside the Year 
4-7 mainstream class.  
 
We are currently preparing the Gumnut room for our Years 1-2 children and the undercover area, to be used as an 
inside/outside area.  This has been made possible by the hardworking fundraising committee and staff. Special 
thanks needs go to the drivers of the fundraising committee, Nikaela Stephenson, Cat McIntee, Lisa Heptinstall and 
their team. See photos in this newsletter showing our progress. 

I would also like to acknowledge and thank our community volunteers 
who assist us in Literacy, Numeracy and our afternoon programs. Judith 
Cranwell who works with our younger students, Chris Hunt who assists 
with our hard and soft handcrafts as well as class 2-3 literacy, our local 
environmental expert Don Cranwell, who assists with our Garden 
Science program, The Red Shed members and the parents who 
generously give their time and expertise to support classroom 
programs. 
 
We look forward to their continued support and goodwill in 2019. 
 
New Initiatives 
In 2019 we are exploring some new initiatives that will nurture, support 
and challenge our children. We are: 
 Introducing BYO iPads 
 Exploring the possibility of a music tuition program 
 
More information about these initiatives will be sent home soon. 
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Reception—Cherry Buds and Year One—Cherry 
Blossoms 
Term four already, how did that happen?  I remember 
back to those first few weeks at the beginning of the year 
when a little group of tiny ones tentatively ventured into 
my care.  What a blessing it has been to have this class.  
We have meandered through the seasons and watched 
them come and go.  Now with summer approaching and 
the end of the year drawing closer, the reality of nearing 
the end of this beautiful journey is beginning to hit home.   
 
Fortunately, these cherubs will not be so far away.   
A short while ago I attended a conference where the 
discussion focussed on the thresholds that occur at birth 
and death and most significantly, the transition from early 
childhood to middle childhood.   

We discussed ways to nurture the senses in the early 
years up to the change of teeth and focused on the 
‘lower’ or ‘bodily’ senses.  These senses are the sense of 
Touch, the sense of Life, the sense of Movement and the 
sense of Balance. Before the change of teeth, during the 
first seven years, the child develops self-perception, 
primarily through these bodily senses.  These four senses 
are connected to the four bodies of Steiner’s 
understanding of the human being and when nurtured in 
the right way, will provide a form of nutrition to the 
developing child, especially to the developing brain.    
 
Recent developments in neurology have found that the 
developing brain of a child is affected by experiences, 
both positively and negatively.  This sounds obvious, but 
the implication of such a statement help us in our striving 
to build strong frameworks from which our children can 
grow and develop.  Below is an outline of some concepts 
drawn from the conference, which I hope you will find as 
interesting as I do. 

The Sense of Touch:  mediates self-awareness at the 
body’s periphery, via touch.  Security, through physical 

contact develops confidence in life.                                              
Ways of nurturing it:  alternating 
between being alone and being 
safe and secure.  Between delicate 
physical contact and being alone, 
in peace. Being able to let go is just 
as important as embracing.                                                                                                   
Harmful influences: external care 
without inner acceptance of the 
child:  too much protecting or 
leaving alone: touching that 
gratifies oneself rather than expressing love for the child. 
 
The Sense of life:  mediates comfort, experience of 
harmony, a sense of the interrelatedness of things. Ways 
of nurturing it:  rhythmic structure to the day: confident 
outlook on life: experiencing ‘good measure’ and timing: 
pleasure at mealtimes                                                                                        
Harmful Influences: arguments, violence, anxiety, 
nervousness. 
 
The sense of movement: 
mediates perception of one’s 
own movement, sense of 
freedom and sense of self-
control through control of 
one’s movement.                            
Ways of nurturing it: 
allowing children to be 
active: arrange a child’s 
bedroom so that everything 

News from the Cherry Tree Rooms... 
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is within reach and free play is possible: purposeful movement.                                                                   
Harmful influences: continually imposing particular prohibition on children: failure to offer good examples/models: 
couch potato habits in front of the TV: playing with automatic toys that make children mere watchers. 
 
The sense of balance: mediates a sense of balance, equilibrium, movements of calm, self-
confidence.                                                                                                                                                   
Ways of nurturing: movement games, seesaws, stilts, jumping: calmness and certainty when 
relating to children: striving for inner balance by the adult.                                                                             
Harmful influences: lack of movement, inner agitation, resignation, inner conflict. 
These ideas give us a clear insight into the role of the senses in the early years, ones we take 
seriously in the Steiner Reception year.  It is during this time where rhythm, reverence and 
repetition are essential to develop the child’s physical self, their senses and their social life. 
 

Key notes taken from Felicitas Vogt (2002): Addictions many faces. Stroud: Hawthorn Press pp70-7 

Sandy Hobb & Sue Gleeson 

News from the Cherry Tree Rooms... 

News from the Gumnut Room… 
This term the Year 4 & 5 children have been working hard on finishing 
off narratives and are staring a very short unit of work on Information 
texts or Reports.  
 
They are  to be congratulated on their wonderful storyboards about 
the BFG. They were inspired to read , experiment with new ideas, 
provide feedback to each other and embed new learning in their own 
narratives. 

 
In the next few weeks the children will 
examine the features and structure of 
information texts, choose a topic for their 
own report and produce an information 
text. 
 
The focus in maths for the remainder of 
the term  are the four operations  

+ ,—,X,  /. Students have been 

solving problems that involve exchanging 
and borrowing and again focusing on 
multiplication tables. The multiplication 

tables is still a challenge for some and support for this learning 
continues to be a high priority.  
 
As the term progresses we will explore the relationship between the 
operations and use their knowledge and learning to solve problems 
that require an understanding of multiple operation. 
  

Nancy Saccoia 



News from the Apple Cottage... 
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 We have been busy in term 3 with our first main lesson looking at the local history of this area. Initially we 

focussed on the Peramangk people who were the local indigenous people who inhabited our area for thousands of 

years. We have also worked on preparing 

an indigenous Bush Tucker garden near 

our classroom.  Then we studied the first 

European settlers who moved into the 

area tree felling, prospecting and small 

market gardens. We saw the generations 

of families who have pioneered our local 

community and the strong achievements 

that they have made and the adversities 

that they have overcome.  

 
Swimming activities will fill this week’s 
program and our next main lesson will be 
mathematics based. Class 2 Layout of 
Sums and for class 3 Processes and 
Strategies. 
 

This term in week 2 we farewelled William, who has transferred 
to Uraidla PS. We also had as a guest on transition day Saffron, 
who joined the class for the morning.   
 
Recently we successfully entered some of our work in the Uraidla 

Show.  

Our recorder playing is progressing well and the children are all knitting various projects. Does anyone have crochet 

skills and a little time to offer to share your talent? I would like to do a weekly lesson until the end of term. 

 
Michael Simmons 
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News from the Pear Tree Room... 
Since the chaos of the classroom move this term we are 
now finally getting our new space tidy and workable. It’s 
looking good but as always there are still lots of things 
that need doing!    
 
In maths this term we have worked on measurement, 
direction, location and transformation. The students are 
currently creating a dot to dot using coordinates rather 
than numbers. In English we are working on narrative 
using our class novel – Hatchet – for inspiration.  

We have two major projects on the go - the first being our 
problem solving and design project using our 3D printer 
and new software – Makers Empire. The students have 
designed solutions for all sorts of problems – personal, 
national and global ones.  So far the students have 
designed name tags, classrooms, hooks, marble runs, 
irrigation systems, plastic eating machines for our oceans 
– the list goes on! They are currently working on chess 
sets along with the year 3 students. This project will 
culminate in 6 selected students being chosen to 
represent our school at the Makers Empire Showcase 
event in December – more information to follow.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The second being our drama work. This year we have 
approached it slightly differently – instead of it being a 
whole school performance it will just be the Mainstream 
Class who will be performing a piece which has been 
written and directed by Marnie for her Year 7 project. The 
project has involved her writing the play (in term 2) and 
this term auditioning the students and allocating roles 
either performing, choreographing or creating the music. 
Marnie has so far done an amazing job – though with 
rehearsals underway I think she has realised this week just 
how hard it is to direct a play! I am sure the performance 
will be a great success and can’t wait for it to be shared in 
the last week!  

Claire Gallagher 
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Uraidla Show... 

The recent Uraidla Show was once again a huge success for the community and a wonderful way  for the school to 
showcase student work.   
 
We entered a record number of items—approximately 90—to various categories in the Art and Handicraft sections.  
Show stewards were very impressed with the number and quality of work submitted.  Many children received prizes 
or merit certificates.  Well done to our students and teachers! 
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Upcoming Dates ... 

Thursday 29 November 2018 
 

KidsBiz Ed Incursion for Year 5,6,7 students  
 
Friday 30 November 2018 
Aquatics Day Excursion Year 6,7 students  
 
Wednesday 5 December 2018 
Governing Council Meeting / Celebration  
 
Tuesday 11December 2018 
Visit to Summerhill Excursion Reception & 
Year 1 students 
 
Wednesday 12 December 2018  
End of Year Concert Celebration 
 

Thursday 13 December 2018 
Art Gallery Excursion  Reception & Year 1 
students 
 
Friday 14 December 2018 
Picnic at Botanic Garden Mount Lofty  
End of school year   Early dismissal at 2:15pm  
 
Friday 30 November 2018 
Aquatics Day  Year 6,7 students  
 
Tuesday 29 January 2019 
Start of Term 1 2019 school year  
 
Friday 22 February 2019 
School Tour 9:30am 

Basket Range Primary School 
16 Cramond Rd Basket Range SA  5138 
PH:  8390 3466         FAX:  8390 1062 

EMAIL:  dl.0511_info@schools.sa.edu.au 

Don’t forget to check our page:  

https://www.facebook.com/basketrangeps 

 
Fundraising dollars put to use—an update... 

A clean blank  slate 
Storage containers for 
sports equipment etc. 

Laying the carpet 

Our new learning area finished and being used! 


