Our dual stream school…

NEWSLETTER

Tuesday 18 September 2018

Term 3 Week 8

Connecting with other communities …
 Respect for different cultural

As a school we have had a long
standing connection with Talomo
Central and Mimili Anangu School.
These are valued connections we
continue to foster and build.




The Philippines
Over the last five years Basket Range
Primary School has worked with
AFFLIP a not for profit Foundation,
based in South Australia, comprising
of people with a deep interest in
education who want to make a
contribution to the educational
development of young people living
in some of the poorest areas of the
Phillippines.



On Monday 22nd October Claire
Gallagher, our 4-7 teacher will meet
with Aida and Alex to begin planning
towards an agreed shared learning
experience for students in 2019.

From Tuesday the 23rd October to
Friday 26th October our visitors will
be at the school working with and
Through this foundation we have
observing our teachers as well as
developed a relationship with a Sister sharing their experiences, of life in
School, Talomo Central Elementary
Talomo, with our students.
school.
As a school community we would like
to organise a shared afternoon tea
for our visitors on Wednesday the
24th October. More information
about this will be sent out soon.

Mimili
For the last two years we have
shared and exchanged programs and
ideas with our Sister School and in
term 4 we will have the pleasure of
hosting Ms Aida Placencia and Mr
Alex Gokotano from Talamo Central
Elementary.

As a school we have had a long term
and valued connection (2001
onwards) with Mimili Anangu School.
In 2019 our school is eager to reestablish and reinforce our
relationship with Mimili community.
A focus in our Site Learning Plan is
Aboriginal Education as a vehicle
through which students develop a
deeper -





values and beliefs.
An appreciation of the importance
of Aboriginal culture.
An awareness of the contributions
made by Aboriginal people to
Australia.
An understanding of the effects of
European settlement on
Aboriginal people.
Skills to recognise prejudice and
racism and the ability to counter
them.
Wider reconciliation focus.

We are currently in communication
with Mimili School to further develop
the relationship with and initiate an
exchange between the two
communities.
Thank you to Claire Obradovic for her
support in continuing
communications with Mimili Anangu
School on behalf of governing
council.
Mimili and
Basket
Range
students
engaged in
an Art
activity and
visiting our
frog pond on
their last
visit.

Nancy Saccoia
Principal
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News from the Cherry Tree Rooms...
Reception—Cherry Buds
As the term comes to an end and we begin to emerge
from the cloak of winter we have begun venturing out
down Rivenwood Lane more often.

The sandpit area is
also receiving some
attention as we
rake and clear away
winter debris and
various mines are
beginning to be
excavated in the
embankment as the
soil begins to
change from cold
soggy mud to warm soft clay.

Spring craft creations are in
full swing as projects begin to
reach completion and in the
garden we have planted
potatoes with the hope of
Along the way we are noticing the changes taking place in digging them up before the
the nearby orchards and gardens. Treasures are collected end of next term. Our little
kitchen garden is also in full
and made into far off lands, shops or patterns and more
often than not, pockets are filled with sticks and rocks and bloom, flowers, parsley and
other treats to be
lugged back up the hill to be incorporated into other
incorporated into making
lands, shops and patterns.
delicious beetroot hummus dip with Kelle later this week.
Thank you to everyone for contributing to our daily fruit
platter. Without these donations the children would truly
miss the much anticipated time of the day when we sit
and chat and share in these offerings. It is an integral part
of our daily routine.
Sandy Hobb

Week 9 Term 3

News from the Cherry Tree Rooms...
Year One—Cherry Blossoms
Despite the approaching end of another long term the children continue to
apply themselves to their work with vigour and enthusiasm.
In our third maths main lesson we are consolidating and extending our
understanding of the four processes, number bonds and place value. The
children delight in recalling the main characters and how they work out their
sums, they recite their times tables, they practice telling the time and measure
themselves, each other and everything they see.
Since the beginning of Spring we have been observing, drawing and sculpting
the changes appearing on the tree in the circular garden. The children have
particularly enjoyed this activity and their observation skills are quite acute.
We plan on entering this work in the Uraidla Show.

Sue Gleeson
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News from the Apple Cottage...
This term has flown by and we are beginning to enjoy the transitional
days of spring. The children have been making observations about
the changes. We have been writing some poetry this term and have
recently been practising our class play. The children have been
learning their parts and we look forward to sharing this work with
you before the end of term.
We have been writing poetry, swimming with Tuna, studying time
and patterns in number and doing form drawing.

Michael Simmons
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Week 9 Term 3

News from the Gumnut Room…
This term the children have been enthusiastically engaged in writing and self assessing their Narratives. As a class we
discussed what made a satisfactory, good or exemplary narrative. From the criteria we developed the children read
their narratives, decided which category they believed they belonged in and made suggestions on how they could have
improved their narrative. It was a very enlightening exercise with the children being very honest about their writing. The
next phase is the children implementing their improvement strategies.
Something that
helped them
with developing
their criteria for
an exemplary
narrative was
reading our
class novel, the
BFG by Roald
Dahl.

The children are eagerly listening to our class novel and are in the process of developing a storyboard for it, which we
hope to display at the Uraidla Show, next term. Following a few examples of the illustrations they have produces for
their storyboards.

Nancy Saccoia

Garden Science
We had a successful
afternoon working with the
local Landcare Group recently,
pulling weeds and readying
the Frog Bog area for new
plants.
Thank you to the Landcare
Group volunteers who helped
us.
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News from the Pear Tree Room...
Marble Run
One of the days we had to use our ‘design thinking’ skills
was when in groups we had to design and build a marble
run. We could only use card board, sticky tape, paper and
marbles. The thing we were supposed to learn was
designing and working as a team. Once we finished we
saw everyone else’s and
tested them out. Some
of the marble runs
weren’t finished but they
still worked any way.
Every one raced each
other on the marble runs
and we all had lots of
fun. Callum

designing better and more effective ways for things to be
down.
We we’re all excited when Claire told us we had a 3D
printer coming some time next term. Imagine the
learning advantage of having a 3D printer!!!!
To get our ‘design thinking’ on ready for next term Claire
set us the task of redesigning a better and improved
design of a Pringles tube because when you try to get
them out to eat them your hand gets all salty and
gross!!! So we set out to make a better Pringles packets.
We had lots of other little projects like that e.g.

The Marble Run – by Callum

Redesigning our class room – by Bri

First world problems of our choice (e.g. undone
shoe laces)– by Wimitja

Garden Science
This term in Garden Science we have been making an
indigenous garden. Shannon Fleming who is one of our
parents, is a chef who uses indigenous ingredients. He is
helping us get the plants for our garden. The garden will
be out the front of the year 2/3 classroom down near the
blue play house. We will have many different types of
plants in it.
We also have been digging up the top layer of the mini
oval tiers to lay new grass on them, and mulching around
the flagpoles.
Part of garden science
lessons we do botany
(study of plants). We
have been focusing on
algae and fungus. So
far we have had a
great time and have
got lots of things
done.

The Marble runs
One of the times we had to use our ‘design thinking’ skills
was in Art, in groups of 3 with the year 3 we had to
design and build a marble run, we could only use card
board, paper, string and natural materials e.g. sticks and
logs and of course marbles to test them.
The thing we learnt were design and working together as
a team. Once we finished we saw everyone else’s and
tested them out. Some of the marble runs weren’t
finished but they still worked any way. Every one raced
each other on the marble runs and we all had lots of fun.

Daring designs
In the pear tree room our class has been focusing on
design. We have worked on assignments and used lots of
techniques and technology to fix first world problems e.g. The Classroom move
You may not know but the pear tree kids are moving to
undone shoe laces.
the art room next year and that will be half the space we
We think of a problem in the world and brain storm ways are used to. so we are redesigning it to make it feel more
to fix then, then we design how we will fix it and build a like our class room and make it the best learning space
model. If we’re super-fast, we get to design it on maker’s for us.
empire our 3D printing App. But more on that later.
So these last few weeks we’ve all been designing the
arrangements for our new classroom. It has been fun
Design is a big part of modern life people are always
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News from the Pear Tree Room cont...
(well, for me at least) and we’ve been working pretty
hard. We had to think about what we can and can’t move
and design things that we can actually afford. Some
people are starting to measure, some have just popped a
few tables in.
It is all very exciting, and the most exciting thing is that
we might be able to put in a green screen!!! We’re all
working in pairs, planning our ideas between the two to
make a big mess, oh, I mean, a big master piece.
Here’s what a few students think about this exciting
project…
“I think it’s all very fun!” said Callum; let’s hear what
Nigella says, “the designing is very enjoyable and I hope
to do more in the future.”
Everyone’s very excited to see what our classroom is going to
look like with all our designs in it!

Printing Perfection
Our printing has come so far
since the old printing press - we
can now print 3D things and
prosthetic body parts! This
makes it very exciting to have
the chance to use one.
In class we have been learning
how to use the program called
Makers Empire, which is the
software that we will use for the
3D printer. It is difficult at first but once you get the hang
of it, it is less of a tornado and more of a gale force wind.
I think we are all enjoying using this program, even if it is
hard to cut holes in objects.
By Nigella

Real Problems
One of the last tasks Claire gave us for our design unit was to
find a problem that is very important in our many lives. My
problem was that the soccer oval in winter is very soggy and wet
so we can’t play on it. (and that’s a first world problem)
So we thought up our problem, then found a solution and
designed it.

Something fishy
It was the 23 of August, and the year 2-7 students of
Basket Range were at school at 8:00 in the morning all
buzzing with excitement. We were going to Victor Harbor
to swim with some 2-metre-long blue finned tuna fish.
We all boarded the bus and were about to set off when
Alisha arrived, we nearly left without her that would have
been especially bad as it was Tim and Alisha’s second to
last day!

My design was that there would be pipe with holes in them
under the soccer oval so the water will seep into them then run
off the oval.
There were lots of other designs like secret compartments, a
lock for a toilet and a way to read under the covers and lots
more! And at the end we got to present them all to the class.
It was great fun and I learnt a lot!
The design unit has been fun and I can’t wait to do the
next design task. We all love our design thinking
projects they are a real way to extend ourselves and use
our brain in a way we might one day in the real world.
Thank you so much Claire for planning such interesting
and exciting lessons that will really help us in our learning
career one day.
Written by Sofia edited by Fred
Fraction Frenzy
Over the last few weeks we have been focusing on
fractions, decimals and percentages. The people in my
group were doing fractions. We learnt how to add
fractions with different denominators to each other. We
had to count up the times tables until we got to a
common multiple, a number all the numbers we were
using had in common. We had to make the numbers
equivalent fractions. These skills will hopefully come in
handy as next term we are getting a 3D printer!

Tim and Alisha are our student teachers they have been
here since the start of this term and were here until the
end of week 5 so this was kind of like their farewell party.
The bus trip started off fun but soon got boring as it was
a one and a half hour trip.
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News from the Pear Tree Room cont...
When we finally got there we ate our recess and had a 10
-minute play before we went on the boardwalk to
Granite island; that was a long walk. We got on a big boat
and the excitement grew as the motor started and we set
off, it was probably only a 2-minute boat trip but it could
have been a life time.

because you draw with the ink and after two minutes it
will disappear. We did the characters of the seasons and
the sun, moon and others. We also did a really fun game
called a lock in where we have to escape the classroom
by using cluses in Chinese. Most of us escaped the
rooms, the victorious team was led by their amazing
group leaders Marnie and Sol. The team led by Sofia
We finally got there, there was a pontoon surrounded by came second and the team led by Wimitja and Fred gave
a massive net full of blue finned tuna, and in the middle up on the second room of the four. The last clue was to
was another netted area with some snapper (we never
open a lock and the number combination code was the
held them but you could see them in the underwater
number of days in the year -three hundred and sixtytube) and 3 Port Jackson sharks, a baby and its parents.
five.
Getting in to wetsuits was really hard for some people so We have had fun this term in Chinese and we are looking
that took a while but finally every one was in wetsuits
forward to more fun in the last term.
and then we got boots. Then the year 2-3s went in with
the tuna and we went in with the sharks.
Year 7s, keep out!
At the start of the term I was informed that I would have
The sharks where sitting on the bottom of the net so the to choose a year 7 project. I was given some time to
instructor had to dive down and get them. He brought
think about it. I thought it would be something small, but
them up to the top so we could hold them, at one point I it really wasn’t. I selected the task of writing the end of
held on to their fins and he pulled me along. I think that year play, it was actually quite small compared to the
was my favourite part of the trip. Next we went in with
project Kalan was going to have.
the tuna they were the same size as me and people who
didn’t want to get in where feeding them, so the tuna
These projects are designed to help us when we reach
were all in a feeding frenzy! Marnie was hand feeding
high school. They help to teach us to work things out on
one and it bit her twice! And Fred threw a little fish right our own and work independently as Claire acts as a
next to me and a giant tuna jumped out of the water in
mentor rather than teacher. It helps us to use initiative
front of me and nearly killed me!
because if I didn’t do anything at home it wouldn’t be
At this point I got out and got changed, well if you can
call it getting changed there where 5 girls in this tiny, tiny
change room all getting changed with a lot of screaming.
Finally, we finished and then we were given some
sausages and Mentos. They sat us down for a talk about
all the things we did, when they gave out the lost
property there were, 3 jumpers, 1 sock ,2 shoes, some
glasses, and underpants belonging to one very
embarrassed year 6 boy.

anywhere near as much. In high school we will also be
doing bigger kinds of projects so this should help to
prepare us.

I know you’re probably wondering what the play is. It is
Roald Dhal I know; it’s going to be awesome! I’m not
actually allowed to tell you the play yet as it is a secret!
But stick around because it will be revealed next term…
To make the play, I had to study the story, create a story
board, make a character list, create a short story about
each character so I can get a hold of their thoughts and
Then they loaded us back on to the boat and we set off
feelings. Then I have to create the play. I’m not even
back to the shore, the walk back from Granite island was gonna go into it…
a lot shorter and in no time I was eating lunch and being
put onto the bus again for the long and boring trip back Any way I think this project has helped me to think more
to school.
independently and learn not to rely on teachers as much.
Written by Sofia edited by Fred
I’m really enjoying the project and if you’re jealous, you
should be. I can’t wait to finish and you should be seeing
Cool calligraphy
In Chinese we have recently been using calligraphy pens it sometime next term…
By Marnie
for our characters. it is hard and messy but successful.
We used two different papers – one called rice paper and
the other she called magic paper. The paper is magic
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Oceanic Victor...
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Fundraising dollars put to use...
The Winter Fair and other recent
fundraising activities have allowed
us to start the update of our
Undercover Area making it a more
useable space for classes to work
and students to play, especially
during inclement weather.

A number of tables will be
moved from this space and
others will be used more

Creating a windbreak in the
corner by the Pear Tree room.

Purchasing more benches for use in this
area (and in our outdoor lunch area).

These updates will be done and
once we have used the area for a
while consideration will be given as
to whether some form of heating
and further blinds to fully enclose
the area are required.

Adding an area with synthetic
turf (or similar) creating a
comfortable space for children to
sit and work or play. We will also
purchase a number of beanbag

Watch this space…

Adding lockable
storage cupboards
to keep music and
sports equipment

Upcoming Dates ...
Monday 17 September2018
Chess Tournament @ NSPS 9:00am

Saturday 27 October 2018
Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser

Friday 21 September 2018
School Tour 10:00am Ring to make a booking

Tuesday 30 October 2018
School Photos

Sunday 23 September 2018
Working Bee

Wednesday 31 October 2018
Governing Council Meeting 6:30pm
Sunday 4 November 2018
Uraidla Show and Sustainability Fair

Wednesday 26 September 2018
Celebration Assembly
Friday 28 September 2018
End of term 3 Early dismissal at 2:15pm
Monday 15 October 2018
PUPIL FREE DAY

Monday 12 to Friday 16 November 2018
Swim Week Reception to Year 5 students
Friday 30 November 2018
Aquatics Day Year 6,7 students
Wednesday 12 December 2018
End of Year Concert Celebration

Tuesday 16 October 2018
Start of Term 4
Wednesday 24 October 2018
Afternoon tea for visiting Filipinoteachers

Friday 14 December 2018
End of school year Early dismissal at 2:15pm

Don’t forget to check our page:

https://www.facebook.com/basketrangeps

Basket Range Primary School
16 Cramond Rd Basket Range SA 5138
PH: 8390 3466
FAX: 8390 1062
EMAIL: dl.0511_info@schools.sa.edu.au

