Our dual stream school…

NEWSLETTER

Friday 23 May 2018

Term 2 Week 4

A busy and exciting Term…
This term we began with an exciting
adventure camp (see the great photo
display in this newsletter) and
NAPLAN testing for our Year 3, 5 and
7 children.

school performance. The review volunteered their time and skills.
panel consists of a review officer and
a trained review principal. The review
will occur on Wednesday 20th June
2018.
We will find out the aspects of the
school's improvement that have been
verified through the review processes
as well as the improvements that we
need to make in the future.

During the external school review,
some students, parents, governing
council members and staff will be
asked to provide information to the
review panel in a number of ways.
These may include:
The term will continue in the same Individual interviews
vein with planning for and hosting Group discussions (with
students or staff or parents)
significant events such as;

Meetings (usually governing council

External School Review
representatives, staff meeting)

Winter Fair

Visits into classrooms.

Winter Festival
External School Review
As part of our continuous school
improvement we will be involved in
an external school review with a
review panel.
The purpose of external school
reviews is to support schools to raise
achievement,
sustain
high
performance and provide quality
assurance to build public confidence
in government schools.
All
government schools will be externally
reviewed every four years.
The focus of the review is to evaluate

More information about what needs
to happen in preparation for the
Winter Fair and how you can assist
will be advertised regularly through
our weekly news, emails and word of
mouth.
Please keep an eye out for requests.
The monies raised in this and other
school fundraising events will be used
to improve school facilities such as
the undercover area.

We appreciate your support and time
in helping us with this external school The Winter Festival
The school will be celebrating the
review process.
winter festival at the end of this term.
Please inform Lisa or myself if you do
not want your child to participate. If This festival will celebrate the
you would like more information equinox and welcome the new
season. Through this festival the
please contact me.
school community will acknowledge
Winter Fair
and celebrate the cycles of life.
Work is well underway for the Winter
Fair on Sunday 1st July. The planning Information about the winter festival
group have already spent many hours and how families will be involved will
preparing
for
this
significant be coming home soon.
fundraising event and I want to thank
Nancy Saccoia
the many people who have already
Principal
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News from the Cherry Tree Rooms...
Work and Rhythm with the Cherry Buds
In a Steiner Reception class language is developed in
children through stories of the literary heritage of
childhood told for several days, nourishing the memory
forces. The traditional and classical stories as well as
teacher created and modern ones are carefully memorized
and told with focus on a well- modulated voice. The
richness of the language helps extend vocabulary and the
beauty and rhythm of the language develops the aesthetic
sense. A rich repertoire of songs, poems and verses are
experienced in the daily morning circle.
As well, daily self-directed playtime requires rich oral
communication between children in cooperative play
scenarios. The language is specialized and ever changing as
each day brings new imitated life experiences and children
are highly motivated to communicate to engage their
friends and fulfill their imaginatively planned play.
Morning Circle is a daily time of imitated songs, poems,
movement, action rhymes and finger plays. The repertoire
has a seasonal mood and is carried by a cohesive theme
with appropriate gestures, and music. Steiner Education
Australia CLASS CURRICULUM

Inside Slippers:
With the cold now creeping into the classrooms we are
very close to being the recipients of beautifully crafted
slippers. Tullia has worked tirelessly stitching, measuring
and altering these creations to make them just right. The
children are waiting in anticipation, and we are so very
grateful for all the hard work she has so generously put
into this project. So again, ‘Thank you’ Tullia and thank you
to her many helpers who have made this venture possible.
Craft in the Afternoon:
Auntie Chris, who most generously volunteers her
Mondays to be with us, continues to be a wonderful
support for the Class One and Two children. The children
are learning to knit and their first project this year is a
recorder bag. In small groups Auntie Chris sits with the
children and lovingly guides them, row, by row, stich, by
stitch. Many thanks Auntie Chris from us all.
Finally, with winter rapidly approaching we will soon be
busy preparing for our beautiful Winter Festival. Songs to
learn, winter crafts to keep our fingers busy and warm and
picnics with hearty hot soup or warm crusty bread.
Weather permitting of course.
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Week 4 Term 2

News from the Cherry Tree Rooms...
in building a homely house for Harry and Hilda made
from 'H's'. If you have the time to take a peek they can
be found down in the forest garden.
The Alphabet / Letters (Consonants)

Sandy Hobb

Work and Rhythm in Class One
The children arrived back the first day of term two ready
to work. They have been making new friends with Peter
Possum, Silver Serpent, King Crab with his eNormous
Nipper, Fabulous Flying Fish and one or two others. They
have discovered that they can put sounds together to
form words and can sign sound symbols to one another
in a secret language. The anticipation, wonder and joy
expressed in the children at these discoveries is what
inspires me as a Steiner teacher.
Maths is also a favourite and a day is not really complete
if we haven't included practicing number bonds and
doing number sentences. A favourite activity is to
challenge themselves with addition using a 1, 2 or 5
minute timer - who said Steiner children
are not competitive!
Rhythm, rhyme and song punctuate our
day as does observing the changes in
nature around us; the red, yellow and
orange of the leaves which rain down from
the trees leaving the branches bare and
heralding the arrival of winter; varieties of
mushroom popping up in the forest; icy
winds chilling our bones and a duller blue
sky.
The children paint, draw, mould and model
the learning they do in the classroom. Last
week they learnt about Harry and Hilda
Hedgehog and enthusiastically participated

While learning to write, read and spell are outcomes
which all children are expected to achieve, our methods
are not determined simply by trying to achieve these
outcomes in the quickest possible way. Each activity and
each main lesson is designed in such a way that it will be
of value to the children in their development as human
beings. Each is a rich experience in which many senses
are stimulated and in which the child’s thinking, feeling
and willing are engaged in the appropriate way for the
age. A multi-sensory approach is used in which all the
arts are integrated into the classroom activities. As a
result each child develops academically, aesthetically and
kinaesthetically. A true artistic approach always arises
out of and leads towards the understanding and
realisation of the complete human being. Out of
experiences in which the whole being of the child is
involved, knowledge and wisdom will develop when the
children’s intellectual and reflective capacities unfold
later in their schooling.
The Central Experience of the Content:
Literacy moves in developmental sequence from the
inner experience of concrete images to the external
formation of abstract symbols, from pictures to print.
The imagination provides a bridge for the transition to
external print: a story is made of images, of concrete
incidents and figures that live in the student’s
imagination. The story is made outward in illustration
and/or dramatic presentation ie a scene/ image is drawn
and/or acted out. From this concrete
image of something which the child
visualises in his/her imagination, the
abstract shape of a consonant is
derived eg Old Father Tree becomes a
T; the kangaroo in an indigenous story
becomes a K. Vowels are more subtle
expressing inward emotions, and are
derived not from concrete images but
from moods and gestures. Steiner
Education Association Curriculum

Sue Gleeson
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News from the Apple Cottage...
Welcome back for term 2.
It has been a busy start to the term with our camp in
week 2 and the Naplan testing for year 3 students in
week 3.
Class 2 began the term with a language based main
lesson about biographies of some of the Saints. Class 3
also did a language based main lesson based around the
early stories from Ancient Lands.
This week we commenced new Maths main lessons. For
class 2 it’s the patterns of numbers and learning to recite
the 2x, 3x, 4x, 5x and 10x tables. Class 3 are studying the
evolution of length, weight and capacity measurement.
I have emailed out to you this terms quota spelling lists.
Whilst we do daily practice in class of these words, a
little home practice particularly on a Thursday evening
would be appreciated.
The class camp was a great experience for the class 3
students and they all joined in the challenges presented
in the various activities. I was very impressed with how
well they participated and supported each other.

From the report that Sue gave of the year 2 students
they enjoyed the day activities with Sue and Sandy at
school.
Warm regards

Michael Simmons

Thank you:
A big thank you is extended to Neil Mullard and
crew at Basket Range Sandstone. Neil has
generously donated a pallet of dressed stone for a
wall children will build. Not only did he donate the
stone, he provided the transport for us to get it to
school!
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Week 4 Term 2

News from the Gumnut Room...
This term the children in the Gumnut Room will be continuing their focusing on spelling and grammar as
well as staring to read, explore and write poetry.
In grammar we are developing our parsing skills. Parsing means identifying the function, or part of
speech, of each word in a sentence. The children must look at each word in context to decide what
part of speech it is. This skill is important, as it reinforces the grammar teaching and helps the children
to develop an analytical understanding of how our language works. Many words can function as more
than one part of speech. For example, the word light can be a noun ( the light), a verb ( to light), or an

adjective

(a light colour).

is only by analysing a word's use within a sentence that its function can

be identified. Jolly Phonics—Grammar

The children are also actively involved in producing poems. The are currently finding out about different
types and styles of poems , experimenting with them and writing their own. They will then select two of
their favorites to publish.
These are a few of the
types of poems children
are exploring. They look
forward to sharing their
poems in the next
newsletter
Nancy Saccoia

Week 4 Term 2
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News from the Pear Tree Room...
As always we have had a busy start to term 2 with NAPLAN, camp and a whole heap of projects that the children
are involved in.
Covering various aspects of the curriculum the students are working hard to produce items for both the Winter Fair
and the Winter Festival in small teams. We have a Marketing Team, and four Creative Teams who are researching,
designing and producing reusable bags, wax wraps and food pouches to tie in with our mission to reduce rubbish
and food packaging. I have been extremely impressed with the teams abilities to professionally liaise with each
other to help collectively reach our goals on time for the fair.
In the run up to the Writers Festival we have started to read books by some of the authors will be meeting. We
have recently enjoyed exploring the themes and ideas the picture book ‘Ride Ricardo Ride’ by Phil Cummings. So
far we have created some visualisations using charcoal and soft pastels and created some short drama pieces. This
week we have written a diary entries by the main character which we have incorporated into our drama pieces as
monologues.

The students have continued to work hard on their individual STEM projects with a few students finishing their
projects and ready to start the next. Most of the students have now had a chance to try out the WeDo2 Robot and
are looking forward to their next turn which will see them using the skills they have learnt so far to solve problems
and discover what else the robot can do.
Looking forward to a very busy second half of the term!
Claire Gallagher
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Harvest Festival...
In the Cherry Tree Rooms the culmination of ‘The Harvest
Festival’ was a lovely day. The sun shone and the children came
with bountiful offerings in small baskets. Each child placed their
offering on the hearth and when all the offerings were made we
sat back and looked in awe at the wonderful collection of
seasonal produce and preserves.
We then pondered upon whom we would give it to and who
might need it most and after much discussion everyone thought
it would be a good idea to gift it to the Ladies and Gentlemen of
Summerhill Village in Uraidla. The children
made cards with much care being given to
their drawings to accompany the basket.
We then collected autumn leaves for a
mandala, polished apples, made corn dollies,
ate corn on the cob, coloured in autumn
leaves and sang an array of seasonal songs.
Later in the day we potted daffodil bulbs in
little clay pots, which are now beginning to
sprout.
A lovely surprise of photos and a ‘thank you’ card was waiting for us
when we returned from holidays. The residents of Summerhill were
very touched by the generous donation and were especially grateful
for the children’s artwork included in the box of goodies. We hope to
continue a connection with the Village with a visit later in the year. A
little presentation of song perhaps!

Week 4 Term 2
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Camp Year 3-7...
What a great three days of activities at Glenhaven Park for our Year 3—7 students. We participated in eight
supervised activities over the time at Glenhaven. These activities are about learning new skills, challenging oneself,
working as a team member and supporting one another. Our students achieved each of these with ease!
Tower Challenge
Objective: Build a tower from milk crates as high as possible with one member of the team harnessed and climbing
the tower. Those not climbing are to increase the height making sure that the tower is sturdy and safe for the
climber. Challenge: Work out how to continue increasing height as the tower grows when it is not feasible to
continue stacking from the top.

Low Ropes
Once again teamwork is required—this time in smaller groups. A more dangerous activity although much closer to
the ground. Helmets are required but no harnesses. Individuals are to make their way across each of 8 elements
with team mates acting as ‘spotters’ and supporting and encouraging one another.

Week 4 Term 2
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Camp Year 3-7...
5 km Hike—Light River
Informative walk through neighbouring properties and the banks of the Light River.

Bush Skills
Objective: Survive in the bush overnight. Students were presented with the following scenario - A large storm is
approaching and one of the team members has a broken leg. They must provide shelter, light a fire and attract the
attention of rescuers. After discussing the requirements and safety aspects of a bush walk students were let loose.

Orienteering
Objective: To find objects placed
around the camp site using
compasses or clues/riddles. Then
return and discuss their findings.
(Sorry not many photos of this
activity. It was cold and wet and
windy by this time of the day and
staff opted to stay in the warm!)

Week 4 Term 2
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Camp Year 3-7...
High Ropes
Objective: To climb the ladder then pole and complete a number of elements (similar to those of the low ropes) but at
10 metres high. Challenge: To work at height conquering any fear whether it be at 2 metres or 10 and as long as there
is effort there is no failure.

Archery
Objective: Learn the skills of Archery in a safe manner.
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Camp Year 3-7...
Giant Swing
Objective: Work as a team to raise the harnessed
person to the height indicated by that person.
Challenge: To work at height and release a rope to
swing freely, conquering any fear whether it be at
2 metres or 12 and as long as there is effort there is
no failure.

Our days were full of activities so our free time was kept low key. Of course we always had a group who wished to
play soccer or similar while others were quite content to stay indoors in the warm and participate in a number of
board or card games that were available. We laughed on arrival when we were told we were to be fed every 2 hours
during the day. Indeed we were! The meals were very tasty and wholesome and there was no limit on the number of
serves available. Although staff did object when students were coming up for seconds before we had even had firsts!
We didn’t even have complaints (well too many) when students were rostered for clean up and dishes.

As you can imagine some of the activities we participated in carry a high risk. Our students were instructed on the
necessary safety protocols in a very clear manner and they were respectful of these rules. Students were kept
engaged in all aspects of the program by the very friendly camp staff.
We wish to thank the staff at Glenhaven for their friendliness and professionalism during our stay. One thing that
was noticed by our staff was the number of smiling students and they had every right to these smiles. Each and
everyone has challenged themselves and achieved great things.

Week 4 Term 2
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Camp Rec, Year 1,2...
After the 'big kids' had left for their camp and the quiet of the valley
descended upon us, we turned our attention to beginning our
adventure at school. The weather had turned really cold and an icy
wind blew up the hill from across the valley; perfect weather for
building a fire in the brazier. Off the children went, scurrying down
the hill to collect pine cones and bits of wood from the forest. Not
even splashes of rain could dampen our enthusiasm and soon we had
a cosy fire burning which we all returned to throughout the day to
warm our hands and share stories of the day.
Cubby building was a big activity of the
day, weather proofing the walls and
roof against the torrential showers that
regularly passed over head and
stopping up holes to ward off the wind.
Mushrooms had popped up all over
the garden and much discussion of the
dangers and joys of this fascinating
food ensued. Later, we sliced an
enormous porcini mushroom brought
in by one of our dads, and dried it
overnight in the dehydrator to enjoy in
a sauce or risotto another day.
The next day, under the direction of our wonderful cook and gardener Kellie, we harvested vegetables from our garden
and spent an afternoon chopping, mixing and pounding to make pesto, cheese sauce, vegetable sauce, quince and
apple crumble, and cardamom custard. The children worked together harmoniously to prepare the food and to set and
decorate the table with flowers and candles. When all was ready we came quietly into the room, sang a blessing and
ate our feast together. It was such a lovely atmosphere which the children had created.
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Camp Rec, Year 1,2 cont...
Afterwards they washed the dishes and cleaned up before going home, carrying in their hands a gift for mother
which they had made with Sandy. Each child had their turn to felt a small ball of wool and glue it into the little nutcap they collected from under the oak tree. The children proudly carried these home with them to 'secret' away
until Mothers Day.

Photo: Lisa Heptinstall— overlooking the Light River, Stockport.
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Upcoming Dates...
Friday 8 June 2018
WINTER FAIR Meeting 8:45am

Thursday 21 June 2018
Meet the Writers Festival (Year 5,6,7)

Monday 11 June 2018
Queens Birthday Public Holiday

Friday 22 June 2018
WINTER FAIR Meeting 8:45am

Saturday 16 June 2018
Winter Fair Stall @ Woolworth Mall—Stirling

Friday 29 June 2018
WINTER FAIR Meeting 8:45am

Wednesday 20 June 2018
School External Review

Sunday 1 July 2018
WINTER FAIR 11:00am—3:00pm

Don’t forget to check our page:

https://www.facebook.com/basketrangeps

Basket Range Primary School
16 Cramond Rd Basket Range SA 5138
PH: 8390 3466
FAX: 8390 1062
EMAIL: dl.0511_info@schools.sa.edu.au

