Our dual stream school…

NEWSLETTER
Friday 2 March 2018

Term 1 Week 5

The first few weeks...
I want to introduce 2018 existing and
new staff, Lisa, Susan (new Finance

Officer) and Kelle
our hardworking and
talented School
Support Officers.
Sandy with the

Reception class and
Sue with Class 1 in
the Cherry Tree
Rooms and Michael
with Class 2 and 3
in the Apple
Cottage and Claire and Nancy with
the Yr. 4-7 children in the Pear Tree
Room and the Gumnut Room.

We wish Sara, our wonderful Finance
Officer, good wishes as she leaves us
to work additional hours at Uraidla
Primary She has been part of the

Basket Range family
for a number of years
and as the saying
goes, ‘once a Basket
Ranger always a
Basket Ranger’.
We will officially thank her and wish
her farewell in week 6. I know that
many families and community
members would like to add their
thanks and good wishes.
We also welcome our new students
and families to our dual stream
community— The Ochata, Geers,
Lochhead, Fleming, Jenssen, Tarr,
Meline, Higashioka, Simmons,
Taverna, Fawcett and Stark families.

afternoon sessions such as:
 Arts led by Sandy & Claire and

supported by volunteer Auntie
Chris.
 Music taught by Bethany our very

talented music teacher.

 Chinese with Grace our new young

and enthusiastic Chinese teacher.
 Garden Science led by Sue and

Michael and supported by Don
Cranwell and Oscar Winter.

Thanking you..
As many of you would have noticed
the Apple Cottage, Pear Tree Rooms
and the Gumnut Room have been
 Design Technology, which
refreshed and redecorated.
includes soft and hard handcraft
I would like to thank all the families
led by Sandy & Claire and
who undertook this mammoth task.
supported by Kelle.
The rooms look wonderful and the
efforts are appreciated by the children,
staff and community.
I would particularly like to thank and
acknowledge Noela Adi, for driving
the painting project and leading her
trusty group of helpers and Claire’s
mum Trish, on holiday from England,
 Health and Physical Education
for making the lovely curtains.
taught by Sue and Michael and
The Afternoon Program
supported by Oscar,
Each afternoon the students are
excited about applying their
I look forward to sharing more
curriculum learning in practical and
information about the afternoon
fun ways.
program throughout the year.
Throughout the week students are
Nancy Saccoia
involved in interesting and creative
Principal
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News from the Cherry Tree Rooms...
What a busy start to the year. During these
first weeks of term we have been
concentrating on establishing routines and
rhythms. The children are becoming familiar
with each other of course, but they are also
meeting children from the other classes and
making connections with staff and adults who
routinely come to school.
There is a lot of learning around what happens
at transition times such as, where to go when
the bell rings, for example. The older Blossom
children have been wonderfully helpful and
play an important role in gently guiding the
Cherry Bud children in finding their way. The
days are now evolving and gently taking form.
It is reassuring to watch this process and
already there is a settled feeling emerging as
the children eagerly engage in all aspects of
the program.
The children are gaining confidence and relaxing into their
new life at Basket Range Primary. One of the many favorite
morning activities is a telling of a puppet play by one, two or
three of the children. At the same time there is usually a
large cubby occupying a portion of the room and there is
often work going on at a table, either cutting fruit, drawing
or crafting a pompom. Another favorite is our weekly walk
down Rivenwood Lane. There is so much to see along the
way, and so much to do once we have arrived. ‘The endless
possibilities of the imagination.’ What a wonderful thing to
see.
As we move through the semester the Reception children
become familiar with daily and weekly routines and
rhythms. Through creative play and guided activities they
extend their learning and build on developing their fine and
gross motor skills. They further develop their language
skills through morning circle time, stories and play, and
numerical and spatial skills are developed through
experimentation, cubby building, block play, craft, baking,
circle time and stories
It has been a great beginning!
Sandy Hobb

Week 5 Term 1
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News from the Cherry Tree Rooms...
The Cherry Blossoms have settled in very well to their new routine and the rigours of formal learning. They
are an eager group who have been well prepared for Class One by Sandy last year. In our first week at
school the Cherry Blossoms had their first school experience of being the 'big children' looking out for our
new Cherry Buds, guiding them in the daily routines, showing them around the school and sharing the
special places they ventured to on their walks last year. On Tuesdays we continue making and eating
bread together and have nature play sessions together throughout the week.
The children's first Main Lesson, Form Drawing, was met with anticipation and excitement. They had heard
about last year’s students closing their eyes for the board drawing to be revealed and insisted they do the
same. They listened intently to the story and were able to recall the next day many details from it. They
practiced at recess and lunchtime their new skill balancing the rod on their heads and walking the straight
and curved line.
This Main Lesson calls upon the senses of movement, balance and life. It awakens in the child the ability to
experience forms and works on the proprioceptive system and memory in a harmonising, stimulating and
strengthening way. It refines the child’s fine motor skills and requires the child to visualise spatial
relationships inwardly. Much practice is aimed at preventing children from becoming fixed in any extreme
but enabling the experience of polarities and the ability to move between the two and experience the
central point of balance. The polarity of the straight and the curved line is the foundation of form in the
physical world and therefore of the shapes of the letters and the numbers.
The Form Drawing Main Lesson seeks to bring to the children inner experiences in their relation to the
world of creative form and to their finding of balance and dynamic flow both inwardly and in
representation in space. These experiences support an
unfolding future capacity for balance, flexibility and
complexity of thought as well as perception of the formative
dynamics of the natural world.
The deeper aims of this topic are to bring to the children:
1. Experience of the world as imbued with balance, formative
dynamics and beauty.
2. Connection to the creative forms of inner and outer
movement.
3. A finding within themselves of the experience of these
creative dynamics, balance and harmony.
The children put much energy and effort into their work and
are proud of their accomplishments. This week we began our
new Main Lesson 'The Quality of Numbers' which is being
met with the same eager anticipation.
Sue Gleeson
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News from the Apple Cottage...
The term has begun well with the students quickly settling into the new classroom and routines.
Class 2 have been listening to, recording and illustrating animal fables.
The class 3 students have been hearing the story of Genesis, then recording, writing and illustrating each of
the stages. Also we have painted some of the days of Creation.

We have also been doing form drawing once a week. It was one of two new subjects introduced by Rudolf
Steiner in the first Waldorf School in Stuttgart.
Both classes have been working on symmetry exercises. Class 2 either vertical or horizontal symmetry, given one create the other. While class 3 have worked on 4 fold symmetry patterns, given one discover three.

Lots more has been going on, drop in for a look.
Michael
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News from the Gumnut Room...
The Children in the newly painted Gumnut Room have had a wonderful start to the year. They have
learned the routines and are eager to take on roles of responsibility as class monitors. In both English
and Maths students are challenging themselves and exploring new learning.

In English the children are focusing on reading expressively
by taking note of punctuation in texts. They begin the day
in the Pear Tree Room reading a text of their choice.
Parents have generously volunteered to hear the children
read throughout the week. This is a great opportunity for
the students to read to a different audience.
It is also important for the children's learning and
confidence to read aloud to someone at night. This is a
great opportunity to bond with your children and give
feedback on how they are reading, are they pausing at full
stops and commas, are they raising their voice slightly
when they read a question? Reading to themselves is
beneficial but reading to others helps with expression and
understanding.
In Maths they are continuing their learning journey with the Back to Front Maths Program and as Claire
so expressively stated last year, at times it is blowing their minds a little. The students are exploring
maths in different ways, through explicit teaching of maths skills and knowledge as well as class and
school investigations such as; design a classroom, measure an area, gather and tally data re type and
amount of school rubbish.
The explicit maths teaching and learning taught in their classroom
sessions is further developed and reinforced in the afternoon
programs where they use their maths skills, knowledge and
understandings to engage with and complete tasks.
An important and favorite part of the morning program is the
shared fitness session. This is a short 10 minute session, managed
and organized by the students.
This is a snippet of what happens in the Gumnut Room Monday to
Thursday morning and I look forward to sharing the students
learning with you.
Nancy Saccoia
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News from the Pear Tree Room...
we can see the progress they make – we see their
strengths and weaknesses and can set assignments
on specific areas for each child. Perhaps if your child
is off school and you would like work for them to do
they could go on and complete some lessons on
each.

Week 5 already! How time flies! We have had a busy
(as always!) few weeks settling into new routines
and welcoming our new class mates. The children
have applied for their jobs and are now working
hard to ensure they are able to carry them out well.
In English we have been focussing on the new Jolly
Grammar program and have recently begun work on
narratives which the children always love and have
already been actively engaged in magical worlds
involving tomato ketchup (Fred), giant scarves
(Nigella) and even a crazy chicken (Callum)! I can’t
wait for the fun I will have reading the finished
stories!
Maths has lead us to look at different strategies to
use when adding and subtracting – who knew there
were so many different ways to do the same thing!
This term we will focus on the key skills needed for
success in maths then begin to work more on the
mathematical problem solving and reasoning skills
of the curriculum.
I would like to remind parents that the children in
both groups should be doing homework every week
– spelling words, reading and times tables practice.
It would be fabulous if parents could support their
learning by practicing with them, hearing them read,
testing their tables etc. we don’t expect this to take
up huge amounts of time – children need to play
and relax but it really does help support their work
in class if this is encouraged at home.
All children now have a log in for Reading Eggs and
Mathletics and although it is not essential they do
this at home they are good programs set at the right
level for each individual child. What is also great is

Computer skills will be a focus this term ensuring
that all the children are able to complete basic tasks
on the computer such as logging on and off, naming
files and saving them to the right place, printing
work, word processing and creating tables. Having
so many different year groups and experiences
makes this a particular challenge in the class but all
of the children are becoming more computer
literate.
Physical sciences will also be a focus this term as the
children have enthusiastically begun to work on
their group STEM projects. Each small group will
investigate, plan and make something then teach
the rest of the class the science behind the work
they have produced. Much of this work will be selfdirected with guidance from me along the way.
I am pleased to announce that with the money we
raised last year (as well as the
massive amount of money
Maddie raised) we have been
able to purchase two robots
which will enable us to
explore really exciting STEM
projects. The children haven’t
yet seen the robots as I am
currently training to be able
to help teach them (although in all honesty I am
sure they will be teaching me how to use them as
the year goes on!).
Thank you to all the parents who have signed into
Seesaw. Now we have a few on there I will start to
put more regular work on – as will the children. I
hope you all enjoyed the ‘Egg Challenge’ video (if
you haven’t seen it yet register and check it out! We
had great fun creating contraptions to stop the egg
from breaking!
Claire Gallagher

Week 5 Term 1
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2017 Governing Council Chairperson’s Report ...
2017 saw the commencement of the dual Steiner and Mainstream curriculum. The result of a huge effort by parents
and staff over a number of years. An official opening ceremony was held on 26 May to commemorate the event.
During the holidays a band of dedicated parents and staff had transformed the Steiner classrooms from 1970’s
primary colours to Steiner-friendly pastels and equipped the rooms with wooden toys, skeins of wool and blackboards.
The year started with 25 students, 12 Steiner Stream and 13 Mainstream. These numbers were lower than hoped for
and presented both staffing and budget challenges. The immediate focus of the Governing Council was on managing
the budget impact, promotions and fundraising.
Fundraising efforts included, a stall at Woolworths Mall, the Winter Fair, a BBQ at Bunnings, collecting and selling
sleepers and star pickets etc. These activities raised a staggering $10,000, a great effort for a small community.
Applications were submitted for a Fund my Neighbourhood grant, Natural Resource Management grant and Sports
grant. With the latter two being successful.
The school hosted/participated and promoted itself at a range of events including the Basket Range Festival, Bush
Dance, Uraidla Show, Sports Day and End of Year Concert.
During the year, promotions and word of mouth saw a substantial increase in enrolments and at the end 2017 there
were 19 Steiner and 17 Mainstream students enrolled with continued growth expected in 2018.
In summary, the introduction of the Steiner Stream to Basket Range has been a success underpinning growth in the
school community and providing a much sought-after educational alternative.
In a small school however, the dual streams present additional staffing, timetabling and logistics challenges which will
need careful attention in 2018 and beyond.
Mick Lorenz

2018 Governing Council AGM ...
Thank you to those who attended the Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 21 February. At this meeting
reports from our Chairperson (above), Treasurer and Principal were presented and accepted for 2017, our first as a
dual stream. Once ratified by DECD our Annual Report will be available on the school’s website.
Mark Parker who retired at this meeting was thanked for his service, especially as Secretary for the last number of
years. Even though Mark’s children have moved on to high school and beyond he will continue to assist on the
Grounds Sub Committee.
Nominations were called for the 2018 Council and we welcome new members – Daniel Les, Claire Obradovic, Andy
Stark, Kate McMurray, Amber Ochota and Laren Taverna. Continuing members are Nikaela Stephenson, Kirsty Keys,
Catrin McIntee, Nethica Adi and Mick Lorenz (re-nominated).
Office bearers were elected: Chairperson - Mick Lorenz; Treasurer - Nikaela Stephenson and Secretary - Kate
McMurray.
Congratulations to our 2018 Governing Council Office Bearers and members.
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Teamwork...

When a large limb dropped from a gum tree in the staff carpark recently, the Basket Range CFS came in and dropped
it safely and cut it into smaller sizes. Students then relocated one of the branches to the sandpit in the playground.

Upcoming Dates...
Monday 5 March 2018
Face Painting Year 4-7s (1st Session)

Monday 2 April 2018
Easter Monday

Monday 12 March 2018
Adelaide Cup Public Holiday

Wednesday 4 April 2018
Volleyball Carnival @ Heathfield HS Year 4-7s

Friday 16 March 2018
Grip Leadership Conference Year 6,7s

Saturday 7 April 2018
Basket Range Festival

Wednesday 21 March 2018
Governing Council Meeting 6:30pm

Tuesday 10 April 2018
Jon Madin Music Incursion Year 2-7s

Friday 23 March 2018
Special Events Meeting 2:15pm

Thursday 12 April 2018
Exhibition Assembly

Monday 26 March 2018
Chess Tournament @ Norton Summit PS for
selected students Year 4-7
Face Painting Year 4-7s (2nd Session)

Friday 13 April 2018
End of Term. Early dismissal at 2:15pm

Thursday 29 March 2018
Sports Day
Friday 30 March 2018
Good Friday

Monday 30 April 2018
Pupil Free Day
Tuesday 1 May April 2018
First day of Term 2
Sunday 1 July 2018
WINTER FAIR (Advance Notice)

Don’t forget to check our page:
https://www.facebook.com/basketrangeps

Basket Range Primary School
16 Cramond Rd Basket Range SA 5138
PH: 8390 3466
FAX: 8390 1062
EMAIL: dl.0511_info@schools.sa.edu.au

