
Our dual stream school… 

Nancy Saccoia 
Principal 

Welcome to Term 3. We have had 

a great start to the term with a 

number of new students and 

families joining the school 

community. 
 
In the Cherry Tree Rooms we 

welcome Eamon and Milly F, 

Juliet and Eliza W and Kinyin A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Indigo Berries Room we 

welcome Sofia O and Wimitja A. 
 
They have settled happily into our 

school. 
 

Highlights so far.. 
 
This term we started with our 

school hosting a Back to Front 

mathematics Professional 

Development Day. 
 
Teachers from across our 

Partnership Schools came to 

listen to and learn from Tierney 

Kennedy author of Back to Front 

Maths. 

The day was excellent with 

teachers sharing ideas and 

findings, discussing learning and 

planning for maths this term. 

A highlight of the day was Tierney 

Kennedy maths lesson in the 

Indigo Berries Room. The 

students were engaged, 

responsive learners who 

demonstrated their mathematical 

skills. 

 

This week as part of BOOK & 

SCIENCE WEEK 2017, the 

children from the Indigo Berries 

Room went to the Stirling Library 

to see a Science presentation, 

‘The Energy Show’ by Mobile 

Science Education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children did the school proud 

by listening respectfully and 

volunteering to take part in many 

of the experiments. They also 

learned some interesting scientific 

facts about energy. Ask your child  

to share something interesting 

they learned. 

I want to thank the parents who 

helped transport students to and 

from the Stirling Library. This 

community support enables us to 

provide educational and fun 

experiences, outside the school, 

for the students.  

 

To continue our celebration of 

Science and Book week, we will 

have a dress up as a Favourite 

Character day on Wednesday 

23rd August (week 5). 

We look forward to sharing some 

great photos over the next few 

weeks. 
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A great start to Term 3…. 



Basket Range Primary School Newsletter Page 2 

News from the Cherry Tree Rooms ... 
'Small School, Confident Children': A demonstration of the fact. 
 
Ever since last years camp the children have been very interested in doing Archery. They have spent 
lunchtimes making bows and quivers filled with magic arrows (not visible to the naked eye), and spent many 
an hour target shooting and stalking imagined foe. 
A few weeks ago Remy brought into school his beautiful bow and arrows. The children greatly admired them 

and Remy, who is a natural leader, offered to give an 
Archery lesson. So on our most sunny of days this week, we 
gathered together on the big oval, and watched whilst Remy 
set up the targets, marked out the safety zone, gave a safety 
talk and demonstrated fixing, aiming and firing the arrow. 
We are waiting on another fine day to have another go and 
are looking into how we might have Archery in the school 
next year. 
 
Beginning Semester 2 
 
Cold blustery weather at the beginning of the term could not 
dampen the enthusiasm of our younger children who were 
excited to be welcoming 5 new classmates; Eamon, Juliet, 
Eliza, Milly and Kinyin (whose older brother Wimitja joined 
the older class). Our family has grown and we are now 
starting to squeeze in at morning tea time, which no one is 
complaining about.  
 
New children and more children, bring new dynamics within 
the class and we are so happy with how these children have 
fitted in. It is as though they were always with us. Play in the 
Reception class and lessons in Year 1/2 have been 
enhanced with the different contributions and perspectives. 
We are all starting to breathe out a little more.  
 
In two weeks time, with the return of Pelle and Rufus, we will 
have nearly doubled our first semester class size and 
interest indicates that we will have further enrolments before 
the end of the year. So we are ordering more chairs and 
tables, a task we thought we might be able to leave until 
later in the year...not that we are complaining! 

     
Sandy Hobb and Sue Gleeson 
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A day in the Gum Nut Room. 
 
The children in the Gum Nut room start their morning with reading. They read 
individually and then to an audience. They ask for feedback from the audience 
once they have read. The feedback is positive and often constructive, this helps 
the children develop their oral reading skills. 

 
Currently we are also reading a class novel, one of my favourites, 
The Lion The Witch and the Wardrobe. The children are enjoying the book and often want 
me to read it throughout our sessions.     
 
Following reading we work on Spelling and Grammar. Throughout the year we have 
investigated digraphs (two letters that make one sound such as or sound made by the 
digraphs or, aw, al) and new spelling patterns such as air sound which can also be spelt 

are and ear. This learning can be complex and the homework provided helps to reinforce what we do in 
the classroom.  
 
In Grammar the children focus on 
extending and deepening their 
knowledge of punctuation and 
sentence structure so that they 
develop more control over the 
clarity and quality of their writing. 
 
This term we are using all of our existing and new skills to write recounts, narratives and procedural texts. 
 
After our daily fitness with the Yr. 5 to 7 children we tackle our favourite subject Maths. We practice, 
problem solve, manipulate and play with mathematical concepts such as addition, multiplication, shape 
(2D & 3D). Over the last few weeks we have also been working on Mathletics, an online forum that helps 
reinforce our learning.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nancy Saccoia 

News from the Gum Nut Room ... 
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As usual we have had a fairly packed few weeks with lots of activity. We welcomed two new students into 
the class this term who have been a lovely addition and are settling in extremely well. The year 5 group is 
now huge!  
 
During the Back to Front Maths training the visiting teachers all commented on what a gorgeous class they 
were. This week at our excursion the students were so engaged in the activity and behaved so beautifully – I 
couldn’t have been more proud.   
 
The Mathletics competition has started well with both Marnie and Jai appearing on their year group leader 
board and our school coming in at 7th position on average. A little push over the weekend and perhaps one 
or two of the students who haven’t been as involved getting online and scoring a few extra points might just 
take us up to that all important 3rd place! Who knows? Whatever happens it has been fabulous seeing them 
so excited -  and the worst that can happen is their maths fluency might improve! 
 
Students have been working hard this term and last to try and re-open our canteen – which they have now 
named ‘Friday Feast’. They are making recipe cards, advertisement pop ups, working out ingredient cost 
and profit margins. They will be making most of the food from scratch to avoid hidden fats, salts and sugars. 
As a class the decision was made to have more substantial meals this year and will be offering a main and a 
desert at lunch time for a set price. More details to come home but for now all you need to know is the food 
sounds delicious! 
 
In science students have been looking at the life cycle of bugs. They are 
using their prior knowledge and their research skills to compare different 
species. Independently they have found out some pretty amazing 
information about a bug of their choice.  
 
Soon they will be coming home with an Independent Learning Project (ILP) 
to do at home which will support the work we are doing in the class. They 
will be able to choose between 3 projects and each of the projects have 
guidelines to help them do it well. It is really important that the work they 
do at home is their own so please feel free to encourage them to complete 
their own work.  

News from the Indigo Berries Room ... 
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News from the Indigo Berries Room (cont’d)... 
I have asked all of the children to 

choose a piece of work from this term 

they are proud of for the newsletter, 

enjoy the photos!  
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Wednesday 23 August 
Book Week dress up day 
 
Fridays 1, 8, 15 & 22 September 
Triskills Gymnastic sessions over 4 weeks 
 
Monday 4 September  
School Closure Day 
 
Wednesday 13 September  
School Tour  5:30pm 
Governing Council Meeting 6:30pm 

Friday 29 September 
End of Term 3  Early dismissal 2:15pm 
 
Monday 16 October 
Start of Term 4   8:55am 
 
Saturday 21 October 
Bush Dance   Ashton Hall  7:00pm  

Upcoming Dates ... 

Basket Range Primary School 
16 Cramond Rd Basket Range SA  5138 
PH:  8390 3466         FAX:  8390 1062 

EMAIL:  dl.0511_info@schools.sa.edu.au 

Don’t forget to check our page:  

https://www.facebook.com/basketrangeps 


