Our dual stream school…

NEWSLETTER
Friday 31 March 2017

Term 1 Week 9

Our Afternoon Program...
Active Learning
At Basket Range we have
developed an afternoon program
that incorporates our beautiful
outdoor setting into our teaching
and learning program.

What is the afternoon
program?

and stress formulae) to develop
their mathematical fluency. We
will continue to build on this and
on other curriculum areas which
are relevant to and can be
applied to the physical building
of the shade house. The children
have regular opportunity to test
their understanding through the
practical application of their
skills.
Further examples of practical,
hands on learning are;
 making flags for the Basket

Range Festival in The Arts
 Planning, designing,

As a school in the afternoon the
children participate in language,
music, design technology (soft
and hard handcraft), the arts,
garden science, health and
Across the week, learning areas
physical education. These
such as maths, science, health,
programs will develop and
engineering, design and
support the children to deepen
technology,
their knowledge and
arts, music
understandings. For example
and
through the weekly gardening
handcraft
and woodwork programs children
are
use and develop their Maths,
developed,
Science and Design Technology
strengthened
understandings for practical and
and / or
genuine projects, such as
introduced
building a shade house. Through
through
this project the children will
active hands
assess, plan, problem solve and
on learning.
make decisions about the
Our afternoon program enables
location, design etc. Later in
the children to actively develop
class sessions they will focus on
transferable skills and apply
the relevant mathematical skill
them to other learning and
(logistics, measurement, angles
practical situations.

implementing and reviewing
obstacle courses in Health &PE

Student Leadership
An important
aspect in our
afternoon
program is the
development of
student
leadership. The
young leaders
in our school
play a
significant role
in supporting other children to
develop skills, set goals, achieve
tasks and manage challenges.
Through this process they
themselves further develop and
grow their leadership
capabilities.
Nancy Saccoia
Principal
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News from the Cherry Tree Rooms ...
Cherry Buds, Blossoms and Cherries…
The night of the 20th ushered in the Autumn
Equinox with comforting gentle and calm days,
cool breezes and cloudy skies. On our walks we
are noticing the changes. Busy noisy birds as
they fly from one tree to another. The wind on
the oval can be very loud and running to catch it
can be fun. There are many things to see and
collect along the way.

and eggplant to warm our mother’s heart. We
get to do lots of trotting and galloping through
the misty autumn weather. We sing of the soft
morning sunlight and of the bounty of rosy red
apples and corn. We tell stories of rain and sun
and wind and how they nourish the earth.

Days are getting shorter and cooler, ‘mostly’,
that is, because as I write this I’m considering yet
another swim at the beach. All last week
though, as I drove to school, there has been mist
over the hills and cool and sometimes cold air to
greet me as I arrive at Basket Range. And didn’t
the jumpers and coats come out for a visit one
day?
We are still waiting for the trees to change colour
but some have begun to drop their leaves. I have
also noticed farmers along the way collecting
their harvests. For us at school we have apples
and pears turning up in droves for our morning
tea table. Thank you for sending along your
contributions of fruits and veg. Much appreciated
by all especially as we tuck into morning tea
treats.

With the beginning of autumn, and as the light
changes and softens we have been bringing
changes into our rooms and daily rhythms. New
songs, verses and stories are being learned, that
tell of seasonal changes and harvests. Our circle
tells of the farmer who takes her pony to the
garden to fill our empty cart… pumpkins, corn

We are about to begin preparing the garden beds
that have been sitting fallow through the summer
months. Bringing new life into the garden as we
begin to wind our way toward the cooler months.
If anyone has spare seedlings to spare they will
gratefully received and cared for.

We have been busy also with craft projects this
term. Hammock making which requires quite a
lot of drilling and sanding and weaving / finger
knitting for making horse reigns / rainbow
pompoms and embroidered craft bags. All of
which will be will be on display at the Assembly.
Flag making with Eliza has been another project
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Week 9 Term 1

News from the Cherry Tree Rooms continued...
will be a stand out.
Seasonal craft is well under way too and will be
completed in time for the end of term. A wait and
see surprise!
Last Thursday morning we had a lovely visit from
the Uraidla Community Kindergarten. Our children
hosted the bread rolls making and were very helpful
in showing how to kneed and roll and pat and push.
The reception children were pleased to see their
former teachers and to show them their new
school.
As the days get cooler and more gentle we are
hoping to head out on autumn walks down some
bush tracks to see what we can see. We will know
more about where and when after Sue and I do
some further investigations and planning.
All the best as we head toward the end of term.
Mist o’er the valley
Crisp is the air
Rosy the apple
Sweet as the pear
Soft morning sunlight
Clouds grey and white
Autumn good morning
Summer goodnight
Sandy Hobb and
Sue Gleeson

taken up by the whole school. Winding cotton
thread onto sticks, dipping cloth into dye baths,
joining bits and pieces together. All this is being
compiled by Eliza and will be on display at the up
and coming Basket Range Festival. I’m sure they
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News from the Gum Nut Room ...
The Year 3 and 4 children in the Gum Nut room have been working hard on deepening their understanding
about Narratives. They have designed Aliens, written descriptions using adjectives and are currently writing
a narrative (story) about their Alien.

Can you
pick your
child’s
Alien?

This is quite a long thoughtful process as you can see from the
Narrative Writing Checklist. Their narratives will be displayed at our celebration assembly in week 10. We
know you will enjoy them.
Nancy Saccoia

News from the Indigo Berries Room ...

In this newsletter we will tell you about all sorts of
things including clubs, PE, flags, the kindy visit and
more. We will also tell you about past, present, and
future events.

teachers it’s made by the students, so it should be
very interesting not boring, so enjoy…
By Marnie

Obstacle Courses
One event that I really enjoyed is cooking science.
This term we prepared to make an obstacle course
Kalan, Briggy, and I tried everything. Even the really for the whole school. Each team did the same task
yucky things, I felt like puking. (See Kalan’s report.) but they planned different courses.
Something lots of
people aren’t to
confident about is
sports day. What I am
not confident about is
our health hustle song.
All the schools met
together and made a
dance to it. It could
have been great
except the song was
chosen by a 4 year old
(possible exaggeration) and is unfortunately from
Trolls. Any way this newsletter isn’t made by

Our obstacle course took very long to plan. We are
almost ready and I think the little kids will like it. At
the moment we have tug of war, colour rush,
strength test and tangle trouble.
I can’t wait until it is done.
By Archer
Today we were told that we would write every
second newsletter. Claire said that the older
students would already be aware of this but to be
honest I had no idea, so here it is.
At recess and lunch we usually play a game called
Cops and Robbers we used to play a long, long time
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News from the Indigo Berries Room (cont’d)...
ago and when I say a long time ago I mean a really
long time ago like I’m talking when Max, Nick, Cribb
and Jayden were still here and that was a long time
ago.
So what is cops and robbers you ask, well cops and
robbers is pretty much a chasing game about
robbers trying to free robbers from the jail.

In the game there should usually be 1 more robber
than cop, 2 more at the most . The robbers hide
around the school trying to free other fellow
robbers from the jail which is now the big blue
cubby house on the asphalt. It used to be behind
the Gum Nut room but the teachers had to change it
because they were scared we would somehow break
their cars!
There is 1 cop who is elected to be a guard around
the jail and they will try and stop the robbers from
freeing people. Robbers free each other by tagging
one another and then they have 20 seconds to run
and hide. Because our school is very small and
everyone likes the game almost the whole school
has been playing it.
Although it is a very fun game we have been playing
it a for weeks on end so I think we will probably
stop playing it and find a new whole school game.
Well that’s the end of my story that I had absolutely
no idea that I had to write so don’t blame me if it’s
extremely boring because I wasn’t prepared for
this!!
P.S. I was kind of happy I had to write this anyway
because then I miss out on the health hustle
PPS. Well done to anyone who made it this far I
applaud you!
By Charlie
Inventions
The students in Claire’s class except the leaders,
are making an invention. They are going to make it

from their mind.
First we need to make a proposal to give to Claire.
Then Claire will say if we can go ahead and design
it.
Some things can be very dangerous or expensive.
The students are going to make the invention
themselves. Some are games, air coolers or
machines. It needs to be useful. Some drew a
picture on the back of the paper. The invention
needs to be made. Some are made up and others
copied from something real. When it is built it looks
different or can look the same and be built
differently.

I really like it. I’m already finished. I can’t what
until we make the invention.
by Emily
Garden Science
Garden science is a lesson where we learn about
native and non-native and all types of plants. We
even adopted some plants. We also get a plant
genius called Don (Cranwell) to come in and tell us
all about plants.
Recently we split into groups, one was about
drawing the plants that we adopted, another was
about the mini oval. Don said there were way too
many weeds and even worse they weren’t native so
that team cleaned up that oval.
On the drawing team they needed to get the
background of the plants, whether it was leafy
around the plant or dry. Also we all studied
different plants then Don asked us if we could guess
if the plants were native or brought from overseas.
Then we studied them with magnifying glasses.
In garden science the main thing we do is study
plants but we also study the animals harming or
helping the plants we also study the animals living
in or around the plant.
One team found a very interesting bug. It was living
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News from the Indigo Berries Room (cont’d)...
inside the plant and they came up with a theory
that stated that the bug lived inside the plants
bark and came out when it was night. They though
it was eating the plants leaves, they never found
the bug but Don though it was a practical enough
theory. There were many other theories, in fact
to many to write.
Near the small
oval there is a
big pile of sand/
dirt. Don and
some others
were shifting it
onto the mini
oval after they
got rid of the
weeds. They
needed it to help the grass seeds they planted
grow.
The drawing group needed to draw the plants they
adopted as a whole plant, they had stopped
drawing the things that were around it.
All the plants that they were drawing have been
adopted by different teams they are almost fully
responsible for these plants and in recess and
lunch they are prompted to study them.

recess, with yummy fruit, biscuits and cake.
The kindy kids were really excited to be at our
school.
By Brigitta
Flags
The Indigo Berries and the Cherry Trees come
together to help with the Festival of Basket Range
to make flags for the fair with the help of Eliza.
Week 1:
Each student had to make a design for the flags.
Ten of the twenty amazing designs got picked and
with those ten great designs we paired up with the
Cherry Trees (One person from the Cherry Tree
room and one from the Indigo Berry room.) We all
got an A2 piece of paper and then designs which
we drew on that giant piece of paper.
After we drew on that big piece of paper we then
got a GIANT piece or fabric in a shape of one of
the bottles that we made before and then we
stuck it down to the paper and then traced over
the paper with glue. With all the difficult and
great drawings it took the rest of the day to
complete it so then we had to wait another week.

Garden Science is held every Thursday after lunch
that’s why I look forward to Thursdays.
By Freddy
Kindy Visit
On Thursday 23rd of March, Uraidla Kindy visited
our awesome school.
We did circle games with Claire, bread making
with Sandy and art with Nancy. When most people
were here Lisa gave me and Emily name tags with
the number of group written with it to give out,
there was group one, two and three.
Nancy explained step by step
what we were going to do.
Then we finally started the
fun activities, group three (my
group) did bread making,
group two went to PE and
group one went to art. Then
we all switched over to the
next activity.
After all that we had shared

Week 2:
This week in-between lesson one and two we all
finished gluing the flags and left them to dry. Now
this time when Eliza came she brought some
buckets and some dye to help dye all the flags.
Between dyeing the flags (since we could only go
one group at a time) we then started making the
tassels for the flags. These were made with a
triangle of sticks up top and we wrapped around
some wool and then it had some wool again in a u
shape underneath. From the u shape we tied some
fabric strips with some fabric leaves hanging off
them each. We all made one.
Now with the dyeing and the tassels complete Eliza
will stich the flags ready for the Festival.
By Kody
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News from the Indigo Berries Room (cont’d)...
Monitors
The Indigo Berries class is doing very important jobs
and these are a couple of the jobs that I am looking
forward to. I am really looking forward to being the
sign person and doing mail.
I do not want to be a bin monitor because you have
to do it sometimes at lunch. Being a reserve is the
worst job ever because if someone’s away the
reserve people have to do their job for them.
The table monitors have to check the tables and tell
the person who left something on the table and
check the table at home time as well.
The computer monitors make sure all the computers
are plugged in and charging. And last is the sports
equipment monitors, they make sure that our sports
equipment box is in the undercover area for the kids
to play with.
By Callum.
The Leaders Projects
This term the leaders got given a task to do or make
something to improve the school.
I thought it would be good to make a gardening club
because people are always complaining about not
having much hands on gardening work.
Most Leaders are doing a club of sorts because they
are good and fun and not way too hard to do.
Charlie is doing a sports club, Kalan is doing a fun
club, Marnie is making a mural and Kody is doing a
chess club. All of these clubs will be run at recess or
lunch times. We are not sure when they will be run
but it will be soon. Also all of the clubs will be free
so no need to worry about that. I cannot wait until
all of these projects are up and running.
By Oliver
Working with Alix
This term I have enjoyed working with Alix, painting
silk flags and cooking.
Alix comes to work with me on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays. She helps me with my writing and
improves my confidence to try new things. We have
fun together.
In art I have enjoyed painting silk flags for the
Basket Range festival. The teachers chose my design

to be one of the flags. We worked in groups and
outlined the drawing in glue and when they were dry
we put them in different coloured paints. They look
great.
In cooking we have made salad, soup, tomato relish
and bread. They tasted yummy.
By Oscar.
Cooking Science
This term we did a lot of things, the thing I'm writing
about is the cooking science we did. We made little
cupcakes in science, we made some with some
ingredients missing like oil, baking powder and egg.
We were in groups and we got to choose the colours
for our cupcakes paper holders. We did three
cupcakes and they were disgusting! We did a
cupcake each, we made them without oil, sugar and
flour.
We tried them all and the one without the baking
powder was too soggy and disgusting, the one
without the oil was really hard and crusty and the
one without egg was also really hard. We had a sheet
of paper with five separate sections that we had to
fill in, there was ‘our question, our equipment,
method (what did we do?), my predictions (what I
think will happen) and results (what happened and
why).
In ‘our question’ we wondered what chemical
reactions take place when we bake. For our
equipment we had: oil, egg, flour, sugar and a bowl.
For ‘method’ we got the bowl and put the flour and
sugar in, then we put in some of the other
ingredients like oil, egg and baking powder. Then we
mixed the ingredients and put them all into a paper
cupcake holder which we put into a cupcake tray
which went into the oven. Next was ‘my
predictions’, I predicted that my cupcake and
Briggy’s cupcake would not rise because mine did
not have baking powder and Briggy’s did not have
egg, and I predicted that Marnie’s would rise and be
very yummy because she had all
the ingredients.
For ‘our results’ we got some
unexpected results. My cupcake
was very soggy and sticky,
Marnie’s was not very nice even though we thought
it was going to be, we must have done something
wrong, Briggy’s cupcake was actually not that bad.
By Kalan.
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Festival of Basket Range ...
Our students over the last few weeks have been working with Textile artist Eliza
Clark to create a series of fabric flags which will proudly be on display at the Festival
and then hopefully will reside here.
Students were involved in a number of processes from creating a design on the
bottle, then using glue to outline this design and then dying the fabric. They have
also created the leaf tassels which will hang from the flags.
We look forward to seeing the finished items.

Week 9Term 1
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Activities Morning ...
We were joined last week for an Activities Morning by children from the Uraidla and Community
Kindergarten.
In years past, the morning has had an Easter theme but as our calendar and the Kindy’s would only coincide
a number of weeks out from Easter the focus was changed; successfully too.
Three activity rotations saw groups of children participating in bread making with Sandy and Bethany,
drama and circle games with Claire and creating a picture wash with Nancy. Never an easy challenge to
keep the wide age range of children engaged the teachers were successful in doing so and the activities
were enjoyed by the participants. So much so that the Kindy has asked for the words to one of the songs
Claire used in her games.
Something that did not change was the fantastic spread of morning tea provided by our families. Thank you
for the tasty treats—the jelly cups disappeared so quickly! Thank you also to those parents—Susan Pfeiffer,
Robyn Herriman, Shelley Lorenz, Nethica Adi, Loren Taverna, Rosie Winter and Hanna Stafford—who were
able to stay and assist during the morning. It is always nice to be able to show visitors what a wonderfully
supportive community we have.
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Upcoming Dates...
Monday & Tuesday 3 & 4 April
Learning Discussions

Friday 14 April
Good Friday

Wednesday 5 April
Exhibition Assembly

Monday 1 May
Start of Term 2 8:55am

Friday 7 April
Winter Fair Meeting 8:30am

Friday 19 May
School Tour 9:30am—10:30am Bookings essential

Saturday 8 April
Festival of Basket Range

Friday 26 May (Date Change)
Dual Stream Opening Celebration 2:00pm

Thursday 13 April
Sports Day and End of Term 1

Sunday 2 July
Winter Fair

Don’t forget to check our page:
https://www.facebook.com/basketrangeps

Basket Range Primary School
16 Cramond Rd Basket Range SA 5138
PH: 8390 3466
FAX: 8390 1062
EMAIL: dl.0511_info@schools.sa.edu.au

